K a ” Ka __ F ba Swede C ih 
—_— = —__ —— wy q — 
Es NEED 5 EEE 


IRIS: —_— I == 


Ie «Z% _— T7, WIE NOETI TER - k —_ 
- . 3s * " -—_ > _—_ **; » ww _ > _ =; Aa 
ns wa = > ., © 4 " es a 3 4, rg a 4 gt » SEE gs 
i= 6nnorodt—amon.- = —- ' 4, ant fo Hh ALES FEE, es”; ; 
— Ec = 2 ED IEA Et x4 ne OPS 
8 —I——_ - HB i0Y UA Le 252 fine” 
- — - 4 'S 
| ' mmanltes back . - Rr ER AI iT Es _ n ning 
wa . gg 


— re Bs; 


—_—— —— — 


F 


| OF THE SIEGE | 
COLCHESTER, 


tants of the county of Kent. 
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. went till its surrender. : | 
on © 


A true Relation 


Articles and conditions of surrendes. 
WiTH MANY OTHER CURIOUS PARTICULARS» 


_ after the surrender of the town; as also of Lord 
_  Capell, who was beheaded at Westminster in 


| The firs 


| Sir George Lisle, who were executed at Colchetter, five hours 


The blockade of the town of Colchester, and the hardships they under- 
The letters and messages which passed between the Royalists and General 
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{NN Christmas day, 1647, a number of' persons in the 
| city of Canterbury, in Kent, being disposed to serve 
God, according to the liturgy of the church of England, ( a 


thing then uncommon ), met at St. Andrew's church, in the 


 High-street, excited the observation of many, not so dispo- 
sed, who met in the streets and under the church windows, 
and endeavoured to stop their devotion; the mayor especial- 
| ly, endeavouredto persuade the people to carry on their trade, 
of HERE MEER. of SES... lo ods He ti 
 Thisoccasioned a vreat uproar in the city, when one Huse, 
a constable and ring-leader in the faction, ran up and down 
_ thestreets with a pistol in his hand, 'svmmoning out the 
crew, who tumbled out of their houses with fire-arms and. 
other offensive weapons, and beat down and over-powered 


BR DET IN oi bio to hn rn eres Fade aq. 
The other party being enraged by this affront, began to 
_ prepare for their own security ; seized on the magazine ofthe 
town, and placed guards at every yate of the city, fearing the 
 mischief which afterwards came to pass, though it might have 
been prevented, had they not thought themselves too secure, 
Their numbers being vastly increased, and becoming vio- | 
 leht, Sir William Mann, Mr. Lovelace, a counsellor, and 
 geveral other gentlemen, by their extraordinary industry, per- 
 Suaded them to desist from prosecuting those rash designs 
which they had boldly resolved on; engaging thetnselves, 
_ jointly with the mayor, and Mr. Alderman Savine, a justice 
_ of the peace, by articles drawn up and signed by them, Ye- 
_ claring that no man $should be molested or questioned for any 
thing which had been done; upon which they ail laid down 
theirarms, and every person betook himself to his vocation and 
particular habitation, which might otherwise have produced 
greater effects, both in that city and the whole county. 
About a month after, upon the instigation of the mayor, 
by. the order of parliament, came down Colonel Huson's re- 
giment of foot from about London, to quarter in Canterbury ; 
I 


who were no sooner settled in their quarters, but by an or- 
_ der from parliament, they seized on Sir William Mann, Mr. 
Lovelace, Mr. Savine, Mr. Dudley Wiles, and several other 
gentlemen, whom they hurried away to Leeds castle, near 
_ Maidstone, where they were kept prisoners upwards of two 
MO =o Eu is oe re woe nh ed it” 
_ At length so much favour was obtained, as to have bail 

taken for their liberty, till they should be called upon to answer | 
at the bar of their mock justice, for this high and unpardon- 
able riot of peace making. __ Ot we 


were scarce settled, before the mayor (by virtue of his own. 
Power, having myrmidons enough at hand to maintain him 
_ in any thing, though ever 80 ignohle, wicked, or unjust, not- 
 withstanding his having before signed the articles of indem- 
\ Nity, and the sufferings of those poor. people) would have 
had all those of inferiorrank to be whipped, or ride the wood- 
en horse; for he knew how to domineer, and had the soldiers 
to clap him on the back, and encourage whatever he under- 
took; but by the grave advice of some of his more moderate - 
brethren, he laid aside that project, and the business lay quiet 
till about a fortnight before Whitsuntide; at which time, the 
_ parliament gave commiss1on of special oyer and terminer tor 
a courtot sessions in thecastleof Canterbury, and sent thither 
serjeant Wild and serjeant' Steel, to try them upon lite and 
death, who, in the whole affair, were the only sufferers. A 
grand jury of gentlemen being also summoned trom every lathe. 
_ of the county, and none pricked but such as they thought s0 = 
_ well attected to the parliament, as to cast any person whom 
they. were desirous should be convicted. All the deputy- 
_ Heutenants were likewise appointed to meet at this great ses- 
80ns; Sir Michael Lusey, then one of the house, applied to | 
the parliament for leave to be upon the bench, which was 
 800Nn granted; and coming to Canterbury, boastingly said, | 
«That he thanked Grod he had obtained leave of the house 
to be there; and that he would endeavour to send off the _ 
_ gentlemen packing to another world.” Which he certainly. 
would have done, had God given s0 large a power into his. 
hands; bur his protection guarded them from the ruin inten- 
ded tor them by there unjust judges. = "I 
The day being come and the judges and bench seated in 
the usual state, the prisoners were summoned to the bar, and 


This great favour being procured, they all went home, but 1 


_ the jury impanneled; after which, the oichnhane 5 was read 


_ and pleaded against, and the jury sent out to bring in their 

_ verdict, and after duly considering the affair, found an igno- 
ramus upon it; and being again ordered out, returned with 

_ the same verdict. This surprised the bench, and the judges 


were much displeased, having previously agreed. upon their 

doom; but before the bench could rise, a packet was brought 

in from parliament, with an account of the great defeat given 
the Welch at St. Fagons, near Cardiff, in Glamoreganshire; 


_ which being read, one of the bench rose, and said to a gen- 
tleman of the -rand j jury, '' Had we known this news before, 


ve would have made you found something else than an ig-_ 
 noramus;*? to which the gentleman replied; «Sir, neither. 
your news nor your threatening words, should have com-. 
pelled us to give in a verdict upon another man's life, con- 


trary to the result of our consciences.” 


___ Aﬀeer this, all the grand jury met together, being displeased y 
7 at the above unreasonable speech, and discoursed of the in- 


tollerable misery and slavery this wretched kingdom was 


involved and plunged into; thereforeresolved to petition both 


houses of parhament once more, and endeavour to persuade 


them to take into consideration the misery with which they _ 
had overwhelmed this gasping common wealth, | Accord- 


ingly a petition was drawn up as follows: | 


To the right honourable the Lords and Commons azzembled In Parliament 6 


at Westminster, REESE : 


The humble petition of the knizhts, gentry, clergy, and commonalty of the | 
county of Kent, subscribed by the grand jury on the 1th of May, 


1648, at a sess1ons of the judges, upon a special commission of oyer 
= and terminer, held at the castle of Capannen In the 8AId EOMntYs 
Sheweth, 


THAT the deep $ensg 5 j our own miseries, with a ble feeling 


of the discontents of other counties exposed to the lke sufferings, pre- _ 
vaileth with us, thus .humbly to present tO Four ponopry these our ar peng oo 


desir ES, 


I. That cur most gracious covereing lord king Charles, may, with all _ 
__ Speed, be admitted, in safety and honour, to treat with his two Louses of 


pariiament, ſor the perfect settling of the peace, both of church and com=- 
mon Wealthy. as als) of hus own Just rights, FOgNRer with those of the 
parliament. | 
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| 1. That for prevention and removal of the manifold inconveniencieg, © 
occassioned by the continuance of the present army, under the command 
of the Lord Fairfax, their arrears may be Om audited, and they 


X disbanded. 


II. That according to the kankedt constitution of this common 


: wealth, we may, for the future, be governed and judged by the English 
subjects undoubted birth-right, the TOOWn mw oxtuntictonl avs of the DO 


Kingdom, and not otherwise. 
IV. That, according to the petition & our cighe, our property may : 
not be invaded by any taxes or impositians whatsoever; and particularly, 


that the beavy burthen of c EXCiSe may no Jonger be Coinnets or © hereaſter 
| imposed upon us. SITES | | 


All which our earnest dels + we humbly STAGE) to your Serious 


| considerations, not doubting of that speedy satisfaction therein which the 


case requires, and we humbly expect, Whereby we may hope to $ee 


| ( what otherwise we cannot bur despair of ) a speedy and happy end to 


those pressures and. distempers, which continuance will inevitably ruin 


| bath ourselves and posterities. Your timely prevention whereof, by a. : 
- mutual agreement to what we here propere, in order thoroynta, Shall 
oblige us ever ta pray. 


This petition s00n obtained the approbation of a majority | 


_ of the gentry and clergy, and copies of it were ordered to 


be left in all parts of the county, and delivered in at Roches- 


_ ter, on Monday the 29th of May, 1648, and all who intended 
_ to attend the delivery of it were zummoned to Black Heath 
the following morning, 5 


But before this petition could be Eniched, letters were sent_ 
from the speaker of the house of commons to all the lieute- 
nants of the county, and such raps as tne members thought _ 
proper, desiring them to use their endeavours in suppressing . 


_ 1t, authorizing them to seize all persons they should suspect 

 tobei instigators in the prosecution of the petition ; upon which _ 

| the committee published a libellous order against it, which 

_ 80 far from suppressing it, made | It fly with increased vigour 
through the county. 


"The committees finding Hirata would no way prevail to 


their advantage, sent out warrants for all the trained troops = 


and companies to meet at rendezvous at several places in the 


_ county. But this would neither avail nor any way answer 


their expectation; for not one returned any answer to their 
warrants, but rather absented themselves from their habita- 
tions, except Captain Foach and sqme of his troops, who, with 


5 | Wb Ml 
TO 039 
about twenty of his men, met together and marched to i 8 Nor 
Maidstone, to attend the committee there. Sir To——T—_ Tp 
sent. out his warrants likewise, to meet at Barnham Downs, (Mr rk 
when there appeared about ten men, but neither afficers or We it 
colours, his officers being all engaged in the prosecution of _—_ Af 

the petition. After waiting on the Downs the greatest part 
of the day, in constant hope and expectation of their coming ; Wt 
but towards evening, no more appearing, he dispatched his Wall 1 

j 


man to Canterbury, to see if any were met together there, 
and to invite them, for he dare not command ; but his wor- _ 
 s$hip's man no $vner entered the gates of the city, but he was 
_ $uxprised by a guard there, and dismounted, and obliged to 
return to his master on foot. _ Ros on nog 
It being now high time, the gentlemen who had encoun- 
| tered in the peitition, began to consider farther of theirinterest ; 
being strongly engaged now to make good what they had 
_ done, and which way to proceed with the mast security ; for 
_ Not to perfect what they had undertaken, was not only to un- _ 
do it, but themselves also; wherefore they met every day re- 
gularly, to consider of the imminent danger of the perpetual 
Slavery, not only they, but the kingdom in general was fallen 
into, and the extremity of violence the grand taxation of the 
| kingdom threatened to crush them with : but instead of ask- 
ing favour at their hands, resolved, like men of Kent, to main- 
tain, if possible, their antient rights and liberties or perish in 
_ the attempt, which they knew well would be a difficult mat- 
| ter for them, having such an infection within themselves, and _ 
_ over the major part of the county. Whereupan a maniſesto 
_ wasdrawnup by them, and signedas an absolute and ynani- 
- mous engagement among themselves, and afterwards dispersed (4 Wi 
+5 the view of the whole world, that all might know their Via: BR 
1” er ne es | 
Thus they resolyed to proceed in their design, seizing all 
the arms and ammunition at Scott's-Hall, Ashford, Fever- 
 $ham, &c. while Sir Michael Lusey and others of the deputy- 
lieutenants seemed to act to the utmost of their power, for 
the suppressing of. them; but ——Hales, esq, a man well 


_—_— + 2 
—— > po ro = 
Po 5 SI —_— = i A 
=S ” + p - 4 Ev -v 'F 
+*% waz i I IN -_ ew 
PO 4 TA ara —_— rm 
_ = > — > > Mb —_ 
rs i AS 3 Tel 


_- ', _ - "= 
KP Xx 5.2 =. 5. A ® 


com anne 


"T 


LEST 
PLIES 
8 23 FA 44 


La 


= emer a 1" 2; 
En i” = <= _ 
Bo I 
prac; 2. 2. 2% 


- = - 


Pa ” . x : >% 5 PP? prop” ' P : # 3 - » * > 
oy 096" eh ing no ES * K-44 Boot, 367 6 A bs tbo Hes ® 6h 45 Es» REA Es o - v- 7 - 
LR M7 FI ata pt 766 ns ett © I et whe Palges IE Lo et oe - its ; 
> "0" H ap ATA - 20 ED EET I _—_—_— PE Load ov * ol _ [227 lr OIWIT'>. 7" EIT EE =” x E - =A 
X7 "3s pre ny > —OES 2 : 


esteemed tor his honour and integrity, in a short time had. 
raised a great party in that part of the county, and falling to 
_ work with those bold opposers, s0on destroyed their power, 
_ and laid their honour in the dust; at last they were forced to 
_ seek a better security than their arins, and took sanctuary in 
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6 
Sir Peter Ricot's house at Ailsford ; but the foxes lay not long 
there before the terriers were so near forcing them forth, that 
they were glad to solicit conditions for leave to run away; 
which being granted, they delivered up the house, and a great 


| magazine of arms and ammunition, which proved very ser- 
viceable to the victors. 4 DE 


__ In the interim, other parties, being increased and formed 
in order, kept moving up and down, and received, all who 
 wished well, and had signed and engaged in the petition, 
who were $0 unanimous, that within two days space there 
_ vere $strong parties of them got together near Wye, Ash- 
_ ford, Rochester, Gravesend, and several other places, inso- 
much, that all the committee were glad to make trial of the 
_ old proverb, *<* One pair oflegs is worth two pair of hands,” 
$0 posted to London with a lamentable story to the parliament. 


_ Captain Lee and another member of parliament were sent 


down, by order of the house, to Rochester, to parley with 
those that were met there; where, upon dehate of the busi- 


ness, they used the greatest policy to persvade them to accept 


- of an act of indemnity from the parliament, and lay 'aside : 


their designs; but these gentlemen were immediately confi- 


ned, and forced to treat for their own indemnity at last. 


On 'Thursday, the 23rd of May, a great number of knights , 


and gentlemen met at Canterbury, intending one and the 


same interest, being active and vigorous in advancing the af- 
fair in hand, not minding any other concern than the public 
welfare, concluding, with a magnanimous courage, to march 


with the petition in one hand and a sword in the other, to 


Tepresent their grievances to both houses of parliament, a 
thing which had never before been opposed, nor accounted 
riotous till this parliament, by their all-powertul arbitration, 


= ME an 
This being a general resolution through the county, all 
men cheerfully took up arms; the commonalty and inferior 
_ sort s1bmitting to the commands of their superiors, who, as 

 commissioners, acted what by a general council was thought | 


most convenient for the security of $0 great an engagement 
as they were now brought to; and that a clear and candid | 


_ satisfaction for their arming themselves as aforesaid, might 


be given to the whole kingdom, as well enemies as friends, 


_ caused the following remonstrance. to be published, having 
| first been informed of the infamous answer their neighbours 


7 
of Surry had received to their peaceable «ad legal petition, and 


- for which inhuman massacre the Þutchering MY FUGONS had 
| the ——_ of parliament, 


| The Remonstrance. 


« BEING reduced to this choice, either to deliver up our lives and - 
liberties together, or die free—we are resolved to act the last scene of this 
tragedy sword in hand, which we $hall sooner turn upon our hearts than _ 


the public peace. By what necessities exasperated to this resolve ? let the 
world determine; and understand that our petition to the religious and 
| honourable houses of parliament hath been opposed, and the petitioners 


 menaced and persecuted into this extremity, by spirits most implaca- £ 


bly distempered; in particular, Sir Anthony Wilding, who yowed he 


would not cross the street of Rochester, to save from ruin one soul who _ 

subscribed to the petition. It was also the proposition of Mr. Beales, to 

| hang two petitioners of every parish !—IE this be not enough to awaken 

| others, let it suffice. that it hath brought us to a just sense and scorn of | 
' those indignities !—-we have lost all with patience, and if at last it be ac-_ 

counted a; crime to beg, we $hall choose to perich. We do therefore 


| 8otemnly and religiously oblige ourselves, with our lives and fortunes, to 


- oppose effectually, those persons who shall presume to interrupt us in the. 


-just and legal presentation of our humble desires to both houses of par- 


liament;. and do the utmost of our endeayours to save the harmless, and 
protect each other in a privilege”s0 undoubtedly our own ; which hath 


not only been adjudged+such by this present parliament, but practiced and 
encouraged by them. And further, in case any $ingle person $hall be 


- prosecuted for this engagement, the whole of us to rise and rescue him. 


| So help us God, as we Shall TRPOERIEs and F FINNEY ahpatces | 


Thus -ttantly PMA were the ; createst nart of the gentry. | 


in the county of Kent; which behaviour encouraged also the 
_ comionalty in as resolute a bravery and boldness ; ; and 1n- 
 deedit was high time to declare themselves, as thestate of the 
kingdom threatened a dismal cloud of dull and sordid slavery, 


for the tyrants swords had a long time drank the blood of the 


loyal-hearted gentry of this kingdom, and were really insen- 


$ible how they went on, or upon whom they exercised their 
cruelty, 
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\ . On Tucsday; about noon, the knights and gentlemen who 
xere intrusted as cominissioners at Canterbury, gave com- 
 mission to Colonel Robert Hammon, to raise a regittient of 
foot by beat of dram, and Colonel Hatton for enlisting and 
Taising a regiment of horse. Their commissions ran thus; 
For the more safe and speedy expeditionin prefering the general petition 
of this county, we the gentry, now interested and trusted herein, do no- 
 minate and appoint you, Robert Hammon, colonel of one regiment of 
oo 66-100 Os 


_ _ Having the day before seized on the magazine of that 
| part of the county then in Canterbury; containing a lar 
quantity. of arms and ammunition of all sorts; Colonel] Ham- 
mon immediately beating up his drums, had in a short time 
enlisted a considerable number of men, more perhaps than 
ever were enlisted by one man in so short a time. | 
_ Colonels Hatton and Hammon had orders to rendezyous 
__ _ thenextday on Barnham Downs, where all the trained z6ldiefs 
_ of that part of the county were appointed (by warrant of the 
_ commissioners) to meet ; but this day proving extfaordinary 
. wet, very much hindered their appearance. However, Colonel 
Hammon, with about 300 foot, well accoutred-and armed, 
__ and Colonel Hatton with about 60 horse, the produce of one 
| half day, attended; most of the knights and' deputy-lieute- 
 nants in that part of the county also met here; and after some 
consultations, they trausacted many affairs for the advance- 
ment of the engagement, using their utmost endeavours for 
TaisIng of men, as well as money for supporting and encourag- 
_ Ing those who were unable to go through it themselves, en-_ 
gaging for the constant paying both of soldiers- and officers, 
whilst they should continue in the service of their country ; 
tor the better advancement whereof, every gentleman, accord- 
ing to his ability,. subscribed to the loan of monies, some a __ 
hundred pounds, others eighty, some more, and some less; 
_ and 1ssued their warrants into all parts of the county, for the 


Summoning of such men as had, and would engage in that RF 


_ 8ervice, for the general safety of the county, and liberty of the 
___ Towards evening, the rendezvous breaking up, Colonels 
Hammon and Hatton marched off to quarters towards Dover; 
then Sir Richard Hardres, Sir Anthony Aucher, and Mr. 
Anthony Hammond, justices of the peace, men hearty and 
 Industrious in the propagation of the engagement as men could 


be; and Mr. Thomas Peak, with about seven score trained 
men, being then, by reason of the wetness of the weather, 
' on horseback, as dragoons, marched towards Sandwich, hav- 
ing previously dispatched a messenger with a letter to the 
mayor of the town, acquainting him of their coming, and 
Intentions... ts ro dos 
- On their arrival they found the ports shut, and guards 
_ placed round the town; Mr. Matthew Carter, by appoint- 
ment of the rest of the gentlemen, marching at the head 
of the men, gave a summons to them, but they at first re- | 
| fused to open the gates, till, after some parley, an officer 
 asked him,' whether Sir Richard Hardres was there or not? 
who was one of the deputy-lieutenants for the parliament; 
_ Immediately on Sir Richard demanding entrance, the recor- 
der of the town came out, and told him, that the mayor's 
orders were, ** That it he came, the gates should be opened, 
not ele;”* which immediately was done, and marching quiet- 
ly in, they drew up in the market-place, first changing the 
guards that surcrounded the town, previous to their engaging 
| ih any other business, and it being almost night; the com- _ 
_ miss1oners being together, they sent for the mayor of the. 
_ town, and demanding his superscription to the petition, gave 
him orders for raising money immediately for forwarding the 
| business, but he proved very delatory in that service, pre- | 
tending that the inhabitants were very poor, and could by no 
means raise any. The excise officers were also called upon, 
but their stores proved poor likewise; in short, liitle hopes 
remained of receiving any benefit from that place. _ 
Next morning the mayor and aldermen were again called 
upon, to know what contributions they had raised or would 
advance to the service, veing solely for the re-enthronement 
of the king, and speedy redemption of the most 'Furkishly 
enslaved subjects of England, to their true, antient, and na- 
tive liberty ; but they were tound equally as tardy as before; 
in consequence of which, the commiss1oners, thinking it un- 
safe to entrust then with a military power, took away the. 
commissi0ns from the mayor (who was captain of a trained 
company in the town), and the other trained captains, and 
disposed of the companies to some gentlemen of the town, 
whose integrity entitled thein worthy of the trust;._ and im-. 
mediately cut to pieces the commission of the captain of the 
auxilary company; seized h the magazine of the town, 


D'S 
loaded a waggon with powder, match and ball, for the pre- 
sent undertaking, and made all things ready for a march to- 
| wards Dover; and on their arrival met Colonel Hammon's 
regiment, which had already increased to upwards of 500, 
and Colonel Hatton's horse to about 200; who pursuant to. 
their orders, were drawing up to face the castle, together 
with some trained companies of that part of the county ; hav- 
Ing several carts with scaling ladders, spades, shovels, and 
NTT TEES Dy 


They were received by the town with much joy and ala. 
crity; Captain Bethel's fort resigned to them, and the town 
unanimously betook themselves to arms; the trained men 

(being twocompanies)alsojoined them in this promising design. 

_ In the afternoon, divers summons were sent to the castle, 
demanding the surrender of it for the service of the king and 
KT =__LsCIL EET Teena 

_ SirHenry H ,2 grand independent and parliament man, _ 
being in the castle bore a great sway. and was their chief com- 

mander; by whose orders they had ade incursions upon the 

country people a night or two before, and drove many sheep 
into the castle, as it every one was at liberty to act according. 
\ to his own mind, for promoting the general calamity of the 
The same evening Major Keme (who had been dispatched 
on board a feet) returned, and assured the commissioners that 
_ the letters he carried were cheerfully received by the mariners, 
who all declared for the king, the liberties of the kingdom, 
and the engagement of the gentlemen of Kent. 2 ea 
Letters were inumediately sent to France and Holland, with 
engagements for bringing over 10,000 arms, and a quantity 
of ammunition of various kinds; likewise to the prince, to give 
. himanaccountofall proceedingsand intentions ofthe engagers. 
 Theretore the next morning they marched from hence to- 
wards Deal castle, leaving in Dover and before the castle, the 
_ trained bands of the town, and three other companies of that 
part of the country that were not assembled; Mr. Arnold 
 Brumes, and one or two more justices of the peace, and com- 
missioners for the county, were left to steer at the helm, lest 
for want of good. pilors the undertaking should be wrecked, 
who drew up the great pieces which wereplantedon the beach, 
_ and mounted them on the most advantageous ground upon 
the hill near the castle; which was done with the loss of one 


20s 1 .! 


man only, though small and lakes chot were all the while 


played upon them from the castle. 'The cannon being thus 
planted on an eminence, and only asmallspace fromthe castle, 


: they fired very briskly upon it and knocked down the old walls. 


very much ; notwithstanding which, mey retused tosurrender, 
and storm it they could not. 

The commissioners, with the other gentlemen, marched 
_ towaras Deal, with Colonel Hammon's regiment, which by 
this time amounted to 1000 well disciplined men, armed and 


_ accoutred, and as perfectly resolved, with whitecolours flying; 


and Colonel Hatton's horse, with some dragoons. 


"The defenders of the castles discovering s0 orderly a body of 
men advancing towards them, sent to the commissioners to de- 
sire they would not draw any nearer, till they had concluded 
their conditions, the articles being then drawing up; where- _ 
upon a halt was made, the party being drawn up in orderly = 


front towards the castles.. 


The knights and gentlemen leaving them at the cron; 


rode off to Deal, when their first object was to provide for 


the small army they left in the field, which was executed with 


the greatestalacrity ; and afterwards went on board the ships, 

to take possession of them, and place such officers as they 

_ thought proper to entrust with the command. 

__ Thearticles for the castles of Deal and Walmer being signed, 
the one was delivered before, and the other after the c com- 
missioners marched away. 'Uheir conditions on surrender, 

were to march with their baggage, leaving their arms and 
ammunition, without any embezzlement or diminution. 


The rendezvous being broke up, they marched to Sandwich 


that nighr, and the next morning hastened from thence to 
_ Canterbury, leaving only two or three commissioners and 
five trained companies behind for the security of the town. 

Being Sunday, they quartered in Canterbury, -not losing 


_ any opportunity of improving their time to the hest advantage, 
_ and forwardiny, their engagement, the next day being the time | 
appointed for the meeting at Rachester. Shorily atter their 

arrival 2t Rochester, there came many gentlemen and others | 


__ to join tnem, who before had engaged against the petition. 
_ the Dutchmen of the city also bound themselves tor raising 


and pay ing two companies; at which place Colonel Hammon | 


hikewise compleated his regiment. 
In this oy and suburbs were threetrained companies drawn 
OS 
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_ upto arms; and for-the better securing the place with two 


Dutch companies then raising, some knights and gentlemen 


remained in the city, in order to manage affairs in that part, 
| lest an insurrection should happen by the obstructers of the 


design, who, by gathering about the place and surprising it, 


might do great mischief in the rear of the body in case of a 


retreat, which untortunately happened in the end. _ 7 
At this time the Earl of 'Thanet acted a very mean part, be- 


' Ins the first that rose and drew the people about Ashford, 
_ Hatfield, and Charing, to a resolution of taking up arms; 
_ alsosent letters to the gentlemen whohadany interest or power 
thereabouts, and secured above a thousand men, who were 
ready to rise on the shortest notice; but after he had made a 
 promising begining, and given large assurances of assistance _ 
from his purse, went back from his scene of honour, so that 
when he was soughtfor by the neighbouring gentlemen, whom 
| he had inticed by his forwardness, and invited by his per- 
Suaslons, the noble earl was fled to consult with the Earl of 
_ Pembroke; who, after some discourse, prevailed on him to _ 
£0 along with him to Derby-House, where he pleaded for 


rgiveness, and made what discovery he could of the whole 


_ transaction., Whereupon the committee began to hearken to 
his discourse, and gave some credit to it, having his friend 
_ and cousin Pembroke to swear for him; and thereupon re- _ 


Solved some instructions should be given him concerning. 
indemnity, upon a submission again to the yoke, and like 


_eonditions; which being reported to the house, were resolved 


on, and on 'Thursday morning he was dispatched with them. 
. On coming home, he exerted every nerve in endeavouring 


to disband the commonalty ; beginning first with discourag- 


ing the gentry, and proceeded with that success, as to cause 


divers gentlemen and others to desert the cause; but the 


generality being resolved in their desi gn, werenotto be turned; 
for being first invited toifavourhis plan, became more courage- 


. ons, and delivered the following letter to the ear], in return 
_ to the committee, _ dr We oo 
To the right honorable the Committee of the Lords and Commons at 


| | __ Derby-House. 
My LorDs,. = | | 

«WE have se-n the instructians from your lordships, to the right 
honourable the Earl of Thanet; upon consideration whereof, we hays 


Ugught fit to retura this answer to your lordsbips : 


\ 


'& That we have cause to believe there are many persons about your 
lordships, who endeavour to infuse into your sinister opinions of our pro» 


ceedings, in relation to the safety of the county at this time ; who, when 
we £hall be admitted to a fair and equal hearing, will appear to be the. 


createst disturbers thereof theniselves: and that our intentions are free 


: from all other ends than natural defence. We humbly beseech your lord- | 
Ships to, understand, that we are in firm resolutions to observe the de- 


_ claration of the houses, and for the manner of presenting our petitions 


_ and complaints, will follow the directions of the Said declairation; but 


Saving to ourselves always the liberty of preserving the most antient and 


 4nviolate freedoms of this county, we must desire your lordships ta put. 
_ a fair interpretation upon our pprposes of continuing within the safeguard 


_ of our arms, till we have assurance from your lordships, that the clamours 


_ of those above against us, have no success in their enraged designs of : 


engaging against this country in blood and ruin, when they that find never 


So small a diminution of arbitrary power, $0 long exercised over us, en- | 


_ deavyoures to be taken from them; not doubting, but upon presentation 
and fair reception of our petition and just complaints, the parliament will 


give Such reasonable relief therein, as will NONE diSCOVer the in- - 


_ clination of this county to peace and amity.. | | 
&« My lords, this is the account we can give you of this county, wy the 


hands of the noble lord, the Earl of Thanet, whom also we have desired 


| to inform your lordships farther: tiat our present posture tends not to 
offer violence to the parkament, nor suffer acts willingly, unbeseeming 


our fair intentions; but we shall take strict care to repress wheresoever _ 
we find it, the incensed s$pirit we $see in the people, which how it hath. 


been raweds we $hall in due time he able to make appear. And we rest, 
FS; « Your lordships, | 
«©Most humble Servants, | | 
(Signed) «© The Mayor of Rochester. &c.” 
"The engagers resolving to regard no obstructions what- 
ever, farther than to kick them out of their way; the horse 
and foot were marched from Canterbury towards Rochester, 


where they met with the gentry of the county from all quar-_ 
ters, in as great numbers as ata general rendezvous; but the 


main body of the men they had drawn together, who lay in 


and about Dartford, as being an advaies twenty miles for- 


ward of their next day? s march to the appointed rendezvous. 
'T here also came several gentlemen out of Essex, to treat 


with the commissioners at Rochester, who were met there 


from all parts of the county, about the association of both 
counties in the general engagement; assuring ther, that the 
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' whole county of Es5ex would unanimously rise to join them, 
_ and desired a meeting of a party of the Kentish gentlemen, to 
Join in a parley somewhere over the water, with others that 
Should be selected in Essex for that purpose. Others came 
_ at the same time from Surry to treat on the same terms,  pro- 
mising as great a readiness of that county to join in the ass0- 
ciation, which was received with great alacrity. At this time 
came down a post, with an order trom the house of commons, 
to the commisstoners at Rochester, joined in the engagement, 
008 pes: _rInnnoEonn I ES ho Hr OR 
| That, whereas they did understand, that the people of Kent were. 
coming up to Westminster in a tumultuous and pretended petitionary way, 
they knew not the intentions of it, and had therefore referred them ta 


treat with their general, the Lord Fairfax, and the committee of Derby- _ % 


 House. 


| This rigorous order for preventing their proceeding, being 


received and read, the general council being met, the business 
_ was debated, when it was found the above order had quite 
turned the balance, and absolutely altered the constitution 
_ _ of the general interest; for they could not but believe that the 
army would advance entirely against them. Upon which, by _ 
a general result, orders were immediately dispatched to Dart-_ 

ford, and the places adjacent, (where the main body then 


quartered, and lay upon guard) to march back to Rochester, 


having received intelligence that Lord Fairfax, with his main 
army, would shortly advance towards them ; however, a guard 
was left at Stone-bridge, near Gravesend, to secure that pas- 
$age, which was defended but a short time, for the enemy 
coming up, forced their way. NE OIL ES. 
_ When they returned to Rochester, Mr. Carter was appoin- 
ed quarter-master-general of all the forces, for the commis- 
sioners and gentlemen received orders from the council for 
 quartering them there; whereupon he caused them to be 
drawn up by distinct regiments, and took an exact account. 


of the strength of each, when he informed the council of the _ 


number which he mustered, rank and fite, completely armed 
and accoutred, amounting to 7000; but the horse, being up- 
on parties abroad, could not be so well taken notice of. Be- 
_.. $ides these, there were also at several places in the county, 
upwards of 3009 more which never came up with the party. 

__ This brave army were equally divided into quarters 1 
Rochester, Stroud, and Chatham; the horse in villages ad- 


15 


Jacent ; the engagers began to join more closely, and also to 


consider what might most probably advance their safety and 


honour, knowing what they were nov to trust to was a diffi- 


_ cult $everity of fortune, the army being likely enough. to tall :; 


in suddenly upon them. 


Amongst many congiderations, they concluded the next to 
be undertaken must be to model that party into a formidable. 
body, and appoint one person commander in chief, ſor they - 
- were now forced to stand upon their guard to maintain that 
with their swords which was intended only in a just and _ 
peaceable way, Scoording to the antient customs of this 


K1IO0N. 


Having thus recolved, they zppointed Aa rendezvous the 
next day on Barnham Downs, three miles distance from 
hence, where Lord Norwich was proclaimed general at the 
head of the army, and the brave body of infantry received him _ 
' with the utmost cheerfulness; expressing an unparalleled 


_ willingness. to serve their king, and as much joy that they 


were engaged in it, knowing that their Service was not only 
 _ for him, but the whole kingdom” s peace, the recovery of the 
liberties of their country, and the MILEY of the church | 


ot England hereafter. 


The army being now quartered i in the country, and the 
general commissioners returning to Rochester, at which time 
Lord Fairfax, with his whole body marching down towards _ 


Maidstone in the night, and finding the river slightly guarded 


about Farley Bridge, beyond the town two miles, eaxily got. 


over, and with a strong party fell upon the town before those 
within it were alarmed. 


The enemy being posses8ed of that passage, mar ched over . 
with their whole body, and tell upon their outguards $0 Vi- 
olently, that those in the town were forced to fight upon ex- 


traordinary disadvantages; the enemy 80 far exceeding them 
in number, and the army quartered at such a distance, they 


could not retreat, nor have relief time enough to assist them. 
This unexpected engagement became very hot, each party 
contending which should express most valour ; the one de-_ 


tending their lives, and disputing their fortifications, which 


were ouly bare and thin hedges, with as little thought of dan- _ 


ger Or Security, as it it had been an impregnable fort. 
The foes also behaved themselves as gallantly as if they 


| had no thought of a possibility of being beaten, In short, 
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this overpowered party so bravely defended their ground, that 
Lord Fairfax, finding his party in disorder, even upon a re- 
treat, alighted from his horse and came himself with them to 
encourage them on, who were $0 daunted by the unexpected 
_ valour of these defendants, that their disorder nearly endan- 
gered their whole body ; but at last a fresh party pouring their 
shot upon them, they were beaten oft from their hedges, and 
forced to dispute the loss of ground from place to ace, a= 
gainst an extraordinary disadvantage ; the enemies breaking 

| in _upoti them on all sides, and shewing but little remissness 
in their execution, when they had an opportunity to make 
| home charges upon them; and after along fight, forced them 

to capitulate. og De os Tek a DN 

Early the next morning Lord Norwich caused the army 
to be mustered, and drawn up to a rendezvous at Finsbury 
' fields, on the other side of the river Medway, by Stroud : 
where a council was called in the field, and upon a report 
that it was yet possible to relieve the Maidstone party, it was 
a general result and desire of the general to march thither; 
- but they had not gone two miles when certain intelligence 
came that they were all cut oft and taken prisoners the night 
before, though several of them came up to the army after- 
wards, having made their escape. i fo nn 
- Vpon this intelligence, the army returned to Rochester, 
where the general, with the commissioners, called a council 
to consult what measures were best to be taken in their pre- 
| Sent condition; the parliament having beforehand refused . 
to receive their petition, and the enemy already entered the 
very bowels of their country, and a party roving about and 
making a prey of their estates and friends. _ So 
Major Osborne, an officer of the Parliament's, with a troop 
of horse had reached Ashford, and was proceeding towards 
Sittingborne; on which account, Col. Hammon was order- 
ed to stay with his regiment at Sittingborne, and Colonel 
Hatton marched back with his horse, and meeting with this _ 
troop of the enerny's, charged them, when Major Summer 
was killed, and several other gentlemen wounded. 

Upon this, Sir Richard Hardres was again called back by 
the commissioners into East Kent, to raise the rest of the 
country, and to take care for the securing of Canterbury and 
other towns. Sir Michael Lusey was likewise raising all the 
men he could, and Major Osborne with his troop, securing 
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_ hinvin it; by which means, the whole country began to shew 
| the face of an absolute seat of war. But now the courage of 
the soldiery at Rochester was such as would not allow the 
general time enongh to resolve on any thing, being then in 
consultation what course to steer; for though the wether 
was 8rch as would have invited them to desire the sWelter of 
| the town, rather than to have exposed themselves to such an 
extremity of rain as then showered down; yet they were so 
_ desirons of action, as almost tended to mutiny ;* for, drawing 
out their colours, they caused their drums to beat, sxying, 
« If their officers would not march, they would, and fioks 
Lok, oO LE oe ag one baton 
Accordingly, the Earl of Norwich commanded them to be 
drawn into the fietd, and rendezvous in the same place as be- 
fore; not being yet resolved which way to contrive to the 
| best advantage; resolving not to act without consent of the 
council, in which were now included many able soldiers, who 


_ came in from s$everal parts to join with them. _ 


It had been the advice of some of the gentlemen concerned; 
to place the army in this city, and by fortifying the same, de- 
fend it as long as they could. But this scheme was disap- 
proved of by others who better understood military politics ; 
well knowing that the engagement was designed for action, 
and not to lie idle; besides the river was of itself a fortifica- 
[tion for one part of the own, oo nn net 

Thus situated, the general summoned a council of the chief _ 
_ officers of the army and gentlemen; at which it was disputed 
 _ whether they should march on towards London, mn the pro- 
| Secution of their intended des!gn, according to the engage- 
ment, or march back to fight the enemy, or by joining with. 
those in East Kent, strengthen their force, and either fight 
the enemy, or secure that country. But it was not long be- 
fore they concluded to march on; knowing, that though 
their body of infantry was strong enough to tace the enemy 
in the field, if occasion should require, yet the horse was 80 _ 
weak as not to enable them to fight at ail, having not 200 
they dare put any confidence in; as they knew those in Fast 
Kent were strong enough of themselves; besides, in march- 
ing back the enemy would have come down more powerfully 
_ upon them, and by forcing them to retreat into a corner of 
the country, take off all, kgpes of assistance trom any other 
county, which they expected according to the association 
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agreed on between Surry, Essex, and themselyes; and if they - 
marched on they should draw the army after them. Again, 


by drawing near those two counties, they could the easier 


_ Join together and make $o great a body, as, in all probability | 
would be formidable to the enemy's. _ Ne 


marched from the rendezvous towards Dartford; except 
Colonel D. Wyles, who, with the chief part of his regiment, - 
_ proceeded towards East Kent, mustering about 1200 men: 
and Colonel Hammon's regiment (then lying about Sitting- 
| horne and Feversham) were ordered to return to Canterbury 
to strengthen it. © LISTEN ES nr TI OE 
_ - About midnight the main body came to Dartford, where 
the general caused a letter to be drawn up and sent to the _ 
mayor, aldermen, and common council of the city of London, 
| to give them notice of their march that way,. as also of their | 
Intentions, desiring their assistance, which they hoped for, - 
_ having treated before with them; or at least, that if they 
' might not be assisted, for permission to march through the 
_city to Westminster without interruption or resistance, en- 
' gaging not to do the least damage, which was denied them. 
At this time a gentleman came out of Es8ex, who assured 
_ the general, that the said county was ready to join them, and 
_ thatabout Bow, were 2000 men in arms, and more at Chelms- 
ford. Upon this intelligence, the general crossed the water _ 


in the ferry-boat, and went privately into Essex, intending 


only to go to Bow or Stratford, where, his informer assured 
- him. a body was collected together; and after knowing the _ 
truth, to return; and it he found the country in so good a 
posture as his intelligencer related, upon his return to pro- 
. vide boats and conduct the army over to join them, leaving 
Sir William Compton, then major-general, with the charge. 
of the army, by whose appointment provision of bread, beer, 
and cheese, was procured them, though with great dithculty, 
the place being very indifferently furnished for its own inhba- 
KA. oa ie Cao nba, 
_ The party was now much weakened from what it was two _ 
days before, and no assurance of any friends appearing, were 
 absolutely frustrated of their design of marching through _ 
Westminster, and unable to fight with any hopes of success 


if the enemy had followed them. 


Night being come, the general did not return according to 


Wn” 


This being the result of the council, they immediately 6 


B 
4 
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expectation,” neither could he; for finding no. party stirring 


at Bow or Stratford, he made no tay till he arrived at Chelms- 


' ford, and there being no posstbility of procuring boats for the. 
transporting such a number of men over in the night, which 
_ were the next hopes they had leit, some timorous s$pirits be- 


_ gan to steal away, and put euch a distraction amongst the. 


whole party, as made every man appear confused. _ 
This unexpected distraction, created in sonte a panic fear, 
In others a mad furry; s that every man began to shift for 
 himself, and t» think of his own security, being doubtful of 
it in almost every place; even the greatest part of the foot, 
and a few of the horse transported themselves from several 
| places over the river Thames, no man knowing what would 


be the event of their rashness, nor were they able to EOUne- 
However, it proved lucky enough | in the end, 


_ why they aid. 
for had they remained there till the general's return, he 
would scarce have laid the scene of his designs that way ; by 


which means he would have lost the service which after wards 


_ accrued, and have fallen into dichonour. _ 
But having thus confusedly thrown themselves c over to the 


_ opposite side of the Thames tor further satety, tearing danger 
without cause, they had no sooner landed there, but suppo- | 


_ 8ing themselves to be in Essex, were unexpectedly deceived, 


by finding themselves in Middlesex, under the hamlets of 5 


| the tower, hurrying to absolute ruin; and, like the unfor- 
tunate vessel, seeking to avoid the fatal rock of Scilly, plung- 
ed herselt into the more desperate culph of Charibas. 


Here (by the appointment of the house) lay a regiment of | 
hamleteers of the tow er, drawn up to arms in several guards, 


ready to receive and cut them off immediately on landing, 


_ which was easy enough to perform, considering the disorder 
they were then in, every man marching according to his. 
humour, but notwithstanding their confused 5tate, aſter en- 
quiring into the dispositions of the private soldiers, and find-. 
ing them resolute enough to express themseives rather desir- 
ous-of dying there in the bed of honour, than to lay down 


their arms and becoine slaves all the remainder of their days. 


Therefore they all concluded to make a second dispute for 
conditions, and to charge through them; and being now in 
the _ 


the midst, every man provided himself accordingly : 
all lighting their matches, and the gentlemen drawing thei 


pistols, | S00N made an alteration in the constitution "of he 
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hamleteers, who left off boasting and marched from guard 


_ to guard through the midst of them, as if moving to the place 
_ of disbanding, where they expected an opposition, but were 


resolved to force through it; the last and most distant guard 
was placed at Bow town; who beholding them marching 
and petiing themselves in order, were absolutely discounte- 
nanced trom a thought of opposition; so they marched on 
without theleast affront to Bow-bridge, ' where they supposed 
vas the place for disbanding; at the turther end of which was 


a turnpike, strongly guarded with musqueteers, and having 
_ entered upon the bridge, made a stand to parley with them; 
but after a short discourse, and asking whether they were _ 


friends or foes? were answered friends; whereupon they re- _ 
plied, if you are friends, let the turnpike be opened; which _ 
immediately was done, amidst loud huzzas. Being now in 
Essex, and marched clear through these hamleteers, they 


_ carried the Major and another oflicer prisoners; who after- 
wards, upon their paroles, were <uitered to go to Landon, 
but never returned according to their appointment. They 


marched on to Stratford, where they met their general return- 


_ Ing, in expectation of finding them in the same posture as he 
 lett them; but on being acquainted with what had been done, 


scemed to be much troubled, knowing the long and tedious 


marches they had made, that the preceding night's action 
[0 


could not permit any repose, and that they had received no 


_ refreshment for two nights, immediately gave command for 
drawing them up into order on the green, and for such re- 
freshment to be procured as the place would aitord for the 


present, before they marched any further, _ 


Soon as they had marched over the bridge, and were about 


to draw out, they were alarmed by a party of Colonel Wha- _ 
 ley's horse, whom they drove back to Mile-end green, where 
_ they fell into the ambuscade; in which service only one gen- 

tleman was shot by the dragoons, and one wounded. _ 


They then retired within the turnpike, and strong guards 


were commanded to all passes and fords about the river, and 

on all highways and avenues for hindering the enemy from 
making incursions upon them, who were again summoning | 
_ and drawing up a strong guard at Mile-End green, both of 

horse and foot. Eg 


They now thought of resting a little, the soldiers being | 
ready to fall in the streets for want of food to sustain them, 
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and the general posted off to Chelmsford, big orders for * 


the shattered army to quarter at Stratford till further orders, 
which the inhabitants objected to, fearing it, would bring 


down the param ent, « army upon them, and make irtbe 8eat 
of war. | 


 Butnotwithstandingtheirobjections, Majer-Ganerel Compt [ 
ton coming forward, they seized quarters four days, still 


keeping the enemy at play, who lay within half a mile of 


them. All, which time the Earl of Norwich continued at : 
Chelmsford, forwarding the business with the gentlemen of 


| the county, who were exerting their power to countermine 


their dgesign; but Sir Charles Lucas, and some other gentle- 
wen there, boldly declared their desires for the $upport = 
the king, and the advancement of the liberty of their — | 


which. were the professed wishes of the army. 
__ Accordingly some of the country gentlemen having met in 


the said town, desired Sir Charles Lucas not to go.away in 


_ that manner, for let the committee dowhat they would, they 
_ were sensible enough they had ruined andundone them; and 
if they would draw them out into the field, and stay with 


them, they woyld engage with him, and live and die in that. 
engagernent, according to the intention of their meeting ta- 
cether; having resolved not to return till they had perform- 


__ ed some loyal act. _ 
'This sudden change, in aa chort time, proved very violent, 
for they immediately assembled in the field, seized on the 


committee, and were s0 furiously incensed against them, that 
some of them would certainly have been killed, had not other 


gentlemen, &c. rescued them, pacifed the heat of others, 


and afterwards placed a guard over them; being now resolv- 
ed that they would not be obstructed in their prosecution by 


| those grand opposers, who they well knew would be active 

enough i in their endeavours to destroy the design : as appear- 
ed afterwards by Sir Thomas Honeywood, who being at li- 

| berty at his house at Coggeshall,. raised as many horse and 


| foot, as by his power and interest he could draw together ; 


and made his house a garrison to oppose the country. 


The business coming: to this height, his Excellency the 
Lord Norwich, sent his orders to Sir r William Compton, to 
march trom Stratford to Chelmsford nnmediately with his 


whole party, which accordingly: was done, arriving the next 
_ day, (June 8;) at - Brentwood, whither SIr Char les Lucas had 
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advanced with parties of horse and foot to join them; and 
having intelligence that the enemy followed them with alarms 


in the rear, commanded all the horse in the town to assist 


_ them; they 6 ekarage that night at Brentwood, and proceed- 
_ the day fo 
Lord Loughborow, and divers gentlemen of rank from Hert- 
fordshire and other counties, joined also with them ; which 
gave great encouragement to their army. | 
| There also arrived a party of gentlemen from London; 
who Signing their combination in town, made their rendez- 
vous at Hyde-Park corner, and marched all the night before, | 
with an. intention to beat up a. quarter of the enemy's at 
Epping; but a party being drawn out near the town, upon 
 8onme other tlesign, disappointed them of their stratagem ; $0 
they marched forward, and being well mounted, charged 
through the enemy, losing only one man and harse; which 
being taken by a countryman, were recovered again, 


lowing to Chelmsford, where Lord Capell, 


The same afternoon both parties of Kentish and Essex 


E; were drawn out to rendezvousin New-Hall park, near Chelms- 


tord, belonging to the Duke of Buckingham. —W hich coun- 


ell had resolved at one time to march immediately and fall 


upon the party of Sir Thomas Honey wood's at Coggeshall ; 
but upon a more serious deliberation it was otherwise agreed, 


and orders issued for quartering in Chelmsford that night; 


but the party at Coggeshall so nwuch discouraged the country, 
' that they began to slacken in their appearance to join them, 
_ and the reverse of what they were at their first arrival; not 


only by reason of Sir Thomas Honeywood's activeness, but 


| because the enemy had entered into the country with their 
_ whole body. 

— On Saturday, the 10th, they marched for Braintree, taking . 

_ Leeds-House in the way, belonging to the Earl of War wick; 
where they were opposed by some people who were placed 

there; and upon the quarter-master-general's coming up to | 
_ $ecure it from the violence of the s0ldiers, the guard that 
were placed there refused to open the yates, saying, © We 
are placed here for the security of this house, and will s00ner 
die than deliver it up to be plundered.'” But on being in- 

formed that the general himself was coming, and that the 


quarter-master-general was command ed before to secure them 
from injury, they gave him entrance, with some other gen- 


tlemen, imagining it would be of small benefit to dispute 
with an army, : 
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About noon the general and Sir Charles Lucas arrived, and 


aſter dinner seized on the armoury, consisting of a good ma- 
gazine of arms and ammunition of all sorts; and carried from 


thence two brass field pieces, two or:three hundred muskets, 
and as many pikes, with about sixty great saddles and body 


arms proportionable to them, some pistols and carbines, and 
a good proportion of match and ball, with divers other in- | 
struments and furniture of war; Rere they rendezvoused till _ 


towards night, in the park beyond the house: the enemy 


rendezvousing also with a party of theirs very near the other _ 


side, and at night in the park; but. ventured not to appear 
all the day in sight of theariny. A party of horse also came 
in upon the march to join them (which they at first supposed 
to be an enemy} from Hertfordshire and Bediordshire, con- 


Sisting of about one hundred and twenty, well trained. _ 
From hence they proceeded on their march to Braintree, 
and the next day, being Sunday, both parties were drawn in 


the field to rendezvous; and after prayers, all the gentlemen 


that were in the army were fornied into troops, under the . 
command of Lords Norwich, Capell, Loughborow, and Sir 


_ Charles Lucas, that they might know how to dispose of them- 


 Selves upon any occassion "of alarm; for being in order, it 
would be very convenient for quartering them upon every 


_ remove. 


On Sunday, 'June 11th, 1648, about nine o'clock in the 
evening, they marched from Braintree, and came within six 


miles of 


Colchester, 


About four o'clock on Monday af! ternoon, where they halted; 


Sir Charles Lucas having received intelligence that they 


would not receive hin in arms; upon which himself wah _ 
Some other gentlemen, marched at the head of the army, a 
party having been previously dispatched; but before the 


 quarter-master-general le(t them to go to the town, intelligence, 


came from the party that the town stood upon their guard, - 


and were $0 far from given entrance, that they opposed them, 


and were toostrong for them : on receipt of which, Sir Charles, 


and the gentlemen with him, set spurs to their horses and 


rode full speed till they came to the town, when they tound. 
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5 the antes $hut, and about sixty horse drawn ovt'in A 've 
| formal troop, well armed and accoutred, and some of their 


scoutsontside of the turnpike by thealms-houses. Sir Charles 
made a stop here, and sent back a messenger for the army to 
hasten their march; but four or five gentlemen keeping on 
their speed, drew their swords, charged the party, and forc- 
ed them inside the turnpike, when they retreated to Head- 
gate, the troop having been drawn up in order; the gentle- 


men again retreated towards the turnpike; in which fray one 


man was Shot on horseback by one of the gentlemen. The 


town's people perceiving the body of the army approaching, 


and that Sir Charles Lucas had drawn up two or three troops 
of horse very near them, sent to treat with him: and on his 


_ engaging that the town should not be plundered, nor any 


injury offered to the inhabitants for what they had done, 


they submitted themselves, and agreed to deliver nptheirhorse 
_ and arms, with the town; which accordingly was done, and 
the army quartered there that night. - 


The next day, Tuesday June 13, about noon they received. 


a strong alarm, that the enemy were advanced within a mile 
of the town; but it was not long before they were as ready 
_ to receive them, as the enemy to assanlt, the men being drawn 
_ up to their cotours, fresh parties were sent out to'assist the 
guards, both horse and foot, and the enemy came ouw strong- 
IF on all parts of that side of the town next Lexden, and 
tired up to the very hedges and guards of the foot; but were 


furiously opposed, till at last some of the guards wanting Am 


 munition to maintain the heat of the service, about the alms- 
houses and Grimstone's house, , were overpowered by the 


number of men who threw in their shot like hail upon them, 
and were forced to retreat, and give the enemy the liberty 


_ of possessing themsetves of all that ground; in which retreat 
_ they fell upon the guards near Shere-gate; $0 that- the out-. 
guards'were ordered to retire within the town, it being the 
best policy to take the greatest advantage in 'opposing an ene- . 
my,were the army double the strenzth of the opposer's; but 
| before this retreat could be made, and the "guards drawn 
within the gates, the dispute grew close and hot: the enemy 


advanced $0 rapidly, that it was diſheuſt 'to maimeain any 


ground against them, yet they were still regolutely opposed, 


and it was a hard matter to judge which shewed most' cou- 
rage, the enemy in agsaulting, or the party in- deſendling. 
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The party now being & obliged ro retreat, gave an encou« 


ragement to the enemy to prosecute their charge upon them, 
| thinking themselves more than half victors already, not doubt-. 
Ing but in a short time they Should take possesSion both of the 


town and them. 


But this new army of countrymen added fire to the heat of 
the service to such a degree, and with s0 undaunted a reso- 
lution, (far contrary to the enemy's expectation, though they 


had received an experimental knowledgeof themat Maidstone) 
| that numbers, not digesting t, left their bodies in the streets 


_ and hedges, as infallible witnesses of what had been done. | 


Many of their dead bodies were thrown into wells, some 


buried in ditches, others carried off, and considerable num- | 


bers were left behind; their whole los amounted to 700 men; 
among whom were Colonel Needlram , and divers other prime 


officers, besides many wounded, and above 130 taken pri- 

soners, and brought into the town ; for, having retired within 

| the walls, the $hot fell in s0 thick amonegst them, that they _ 
could not hold out long; and after seven or eight hours - 


fighting, they were 50 disabled, that they were forced to re- 
treat, leaving behind them one brass piece of ordnance, 
_ (whien they brought to force open the gate) 12 of their train 
| horses, which were snot within twenty yards space of ground, 
and above 500 ar ns; which were brought into the town next 
morning. 

Their retreat was in ouch dinorder; that had ty Sallied 
out with a fresh party upon them, as was once intended, they 


had cut off their whole army, or at least the greatest part, 


as many of them afterwards confessed. 


It was acknowledged by the ect, that. 
_ he never saw men fight with more gallant resolution and cou- 


rage, than those men did, although raw country fellows; 
but how could they do other wise, having such rare precedents, 
as those honourabie lords and gentlemen, under whose con- 


duct they were brought thither, and under whose command . 


| they then tought, who ceazed not to act the duty of the most 


inferior oflicers, and ran the hazard of the private soldier, by 
taking pikes in their hands, when their horses were not of 

_ Immediate $ervice, to give encouragement to the most infe- . 
rior c}as3, lest by the heat of service, they might grow Slow 


and dull in the pertormance of their utnost duty. 


Lord Capell charged at Headrente | (where the enemy were 


— _ —__- " 
Ea = 
4 _—— —_—_ 
—— 
nes - n 
Vt 


þ 
S 
= 


poem enatrelies hp 
- _—_ — —— = 
TIL, —==x —— : = = 
- — CO en ut — 
_ . — ——-e——_ in 
Oe OT" a 
46: : 
1 - pL 


A 


py er rn ores 


-<—n-— = 
= 


N 0 45 2 N you - " a - 4 
” NE rd 7 ot _ - - oo = 
br + n dey apy ph - L618 ws ” EE ITT IS _ Ls 
-w# S £ _ - 5 . - 


me rg nga on neon 


26 


most ice) with a wks till the gate could beshut, which 7 


at last was fastened with his cane only: the enemy were very 
gallant too, endeavouring to force their entrancein upon them, 


which they s0 far effected, as to fire under the gate, and 
Several times threw stones over. | 


[n this engagement Sir William Campion and Colonel 


Cooke, men of incomparable and unblemished honour, both 


received mortal wounds with shot, upon the first charge in _ 
the suburbs; also one lheutenant and 30 or 40 PrIneen, ang. | 


_ a great number were wounded, 


Sir William Layton, though not interacted 3 in any imme- 


diate command in the army, took the charge of an out-guard, 
_ and endeayouring to retreat, perceiving the enemy had sur- _ 
rounded him, was unfortunately Shot in the foot, so that be- : 
| fore he could recover the gate it was shut, and the enemy 


intermixed with his party ; insomuch that he could by no 


_ - means escape being taken; when a soldier, who had formerly 


Served four years under him in the kings's service, and in his. 


_ own company, came to him, and would have carried him _ 

off, but was forced, by reason of the shot that came s0 thick _ 

_._ upon them trom the town, to run and leave him; and Sir _ 
William was grown $0 $tiff with loss of blood, that he could 

Not $hift for himself. Atter a while the zoldicr came again, 


carried him off, and secured him from the most inhuman | 


_ usage of other soldiers; which man afterwards proven very 
$erviceable to him, ' and got him safe home. 


Lieutenant-Colonel George Rawlings commanded another 
out-guard on that part of the town, and was also surprised 
before he could make his retreat, with about 40 foot soldiers ; 


- $0 that near $0 prisoners were taken by the enemy ; but many 
of them, in consequence of the contused retreat, made their 
escape, and got ate into the town again. _ 


Night coming on, and it proving very darts; they maidy 


__ use of the opportunity tor threatening, but before they drew _ 
oft set fire to 50me houses near Head-gate, hoping thereby _ 
that the wind would so force the tire Inwards, as to burn 

the whole town ; but the diligence of the soldiers proved as 


great 1 defending it from fire, as before from plunder and. 


8word, zuarding it from an enemy merciless in the one and 
insatiable in the other, as the suburbs of the town witnessed ; 
the people whereof, chiefly poor weavers, rather seemed to 
_ Ooppose the party than to assist or help them; but the next _ 


77 


morning they found scarce a house unplundered, from the 


_oneend to the other, and many poor men dead i in theirhouses, - 


and the women and children fled. 


Among the rest, Quarter-master Carter received the follow: 
ing account by break of day next morning. Just over against 


the alms-houses lived a poor weaver, whose dwelling he hap- 


pened to ride by, and seeing a woman heavily. bemoaning 


| Hherself, demanded the cause of s0 much grief; whereupon 


she answered him, $£ 'That the last night some of the soldiers_ 
that fought against the town, came. violently into her house _ 
_ and took what they pleased; that they were no sooner gone, 
| but others came in, and not finding any thing left in the 


_ house to satisfty them, came to her husband at Work in the 


loom, and demanded money of him, who told them that he ; 


had been worth but little, and that what he had the soidiers 


that came before them had taken from him, excepting only - 
_ a small sum in his purse, which he would give them if they _ 
_ would be satisfied; but that not answering their expectations, 
they. told him he was a cavalier rogue, and had more money, | 


which they would have, or kill him; which he denying, one 
of them shot him through the body, $0 ther he died immedt- 


ately; at which noise his 5on coming in, they fell to cutting 


of him, and had used him so cruelly, that he lay likely to die.” 


But to return; having made their retreat in the night, the 


next morning they drew back to Lexden, a village about a 
' mile from the town, and cast up a fort just upon the high- 


way to secure the head-quarters and barricadoes cross all 


_ the high roads; here they lay for two days quiet, then ap- 
proaching nearer in the night, cast up another fort in that 
road towards the town, where they placed a guard; and the 


next night entered round upon a hill, called the Warren, 
and placed a strong guard there the night following, every _ 
night breaking up freah ground where they thought most ads. 


vantageous. 


__. This gave the town people reason to believe that they i TEW 
| tended to plant themselves belorethem foralonger continuance 


© 


_ than they before imagined, ng to block them up; by which. 


they were invited Dy consider. for their own security, which 


then consisted in the greatest care ſor victualing and fortify- 's 


ing; the only two things 10 be-first thought of in such a case, 
especially in a place then defective in both. 
Never intended tor what it was afterwards ordered to; indeed, 

E 2 | 


A town perhaps | 
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- No man who had surveyed it with the judicious eye of an _ 

_ experienced soldier, could be s0 weak as to suppose it a place 
fitting to be mantled or maintained as a garrison ; in short, the 

 first intentions of the army, were only to quarter at Colchester 

for a night or two, agreeable to the resoJution of a council 

held at Braintree, and contormable to the desire of Sir Charles 
Lucas, who only imagined they might raise many recruits | 

_ there; bur being forced to it, every man was enlivened with 
_ an active and cheerful behaviour to forward and advance all 


| things requisite for the business, for march away they could 


not, without falling into a campaign country, the enemy be- 
ing very strong, and themselves weak in horse, would have 
cut then off in an instant; and their foot not being suflici- 
_ ently experienced to maintain a charge of themselves, against 
_ both horse and toot, and no hedges to Shelter them from the 


BP Ys fo 


By the incomparable diligence F, all critics ( no man at the 
first knowing where to find provisions of any sort, more than 
belonged to every private family for theirordinary sustenance} 
were found in several parts of the town, and particularly at 
a place called the Hythe, many private stores of corn, and 
wine of all kinds, salt, some fish, and a good quantity of 
powder, the want of which would ougdenty. have. thrown | 
_ them into absolute ruin. | 
It is said, ©* He who would picture war, must first begin 
with the belly. ** Accordingly, having many bellies to feed, 
and not knowing how Jong they Should continue in that si- 
_ tuation, were the most inqusitiveatter provisions, by which 
means, at the Hythe they found greater assistance than indeed 
could have been hoped, which was conveyed into the town _ 
with expedition and secrecy, the enemy being so favourable _ 
as not to endeavour to cut them off from that place, till they 
had almost drained the honey from the comb. 
 Whilkt they were thus active for preventing dangers which | 


might happen, by strengthening the walls of the town, and 


fortifying those places where no wall was, by casting up 
ramparts and counterscrapes, as a great part of the town re- Y 
quired, the enemy was busy without in runing their trenches, _ 
_ making their reproaches, and casting wp forts and batteries 
against them. 5 
IJ a this manner they continued for some time, rather than 
rallying upon the enemy, fortifying the town in hopes of 
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some relief from the Scots, and divers other places, whey were 
at the same time in action, and that they might quietly march. 


Into the kingdom, and come to their relief. 


Neither were these all the hopes they cherished, for there | 
remained a possibility of a victory over that army, by delay- 
ing to fight with them till s0me more fit opportunity should 
offer; or the tediousness of the service weaken them by hard. 


duty, constant action, and unseasonable* lying 1 in the field, 
in respect of the weather. 


Pompey was well advised for a time, when ba refined to. 
fight, and gave Czsar ground; but when, by the importu- 
" nities of his captains, he ventured upon the battle of Pharsalia, _ 
he lost the same, the freedom of Rome, and thereby his life. 
'The constable of France frustrated the mighty preparation 


of Charles V, when he invaded that province, by wasting 
the country, in forbearing to fight the Duke of Alvaria; by 


_ the same policy wearied out the French King of Naples, and 
_ dissolved the mighty army; of the Prince of Orange in the E 


Low Countries. 


A similar circumstance was "the battle a Pavy, CRY 2 
- proved fatal to France; where the French king was taken 
| Prisoner, and the F rench frustrated of their main hopes of. 


 ltaly. 


"The day befors this overthrow, the kg a a great 
_ council of, war, and desired the opinion of his officers, whether | 
| he should give a field to the enemy or not: at which an old 
captain began to persuade the king to.stay, and delay engag- 


Ing till supplies, which werealready levied, shonld come and 


strengthen his army, desiring him not to run hazards, when 
the welfare of France was at stake; urging his advice was | 


not only for the king's honour, but for his sSatety ; there was 


also at the council a young hot-spur officer, fitter to begin than 


continue a charge, who said that nothing was more ho- 


nourable than gaining a victory by fighting, &c. at the same _ 
_ time jeering the old. captain, by saying, it was no. wonder 
that an old man should be feartul, and seek delays, whose 


mind being disturbed with its usual fears, was endeavouring 


to find a passage through him; the old man could not bear. 


| his scurrility ; but replied, ** Seeing the King will have us 
fight, I will die to morrow an honourahle death helore his 
face; when thou, forgetful of thy brags and rashness, wilt 
lorsake the held which prophecy, in all reopects, Was tul- 
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filled, the field Ay lost, and the king taken prisoner,— 
Many more examples of the Same nature might be inserted, 
were it Necessary. | 
So here, though the army in the town gave their enemy no 
 field-battle, yet suffered them not to lie idle from constantly 
fighting in one place or other, both night and day; neither 
were they 0 weak as some suppose after shattering them; for | 
_ they were in foot still about equal in number before the Suf- ” 
folk joined them, who lay upon the bridges of the riversostrong | 


| before the enemy drew them over, that it would have been _ 


Impossible to have forced a passage, in case they had attemp-_ 


_ tedit, without being attacked by the enemy in the rear, and : 


obliged to engage both ways, to the hazard of the immediate 
destruction of the whole army. - | 
About the 20th of June, a number of gentlemen were dis- 

_ patched privately with commissions to caise men in Norfolk, 
_ Suffolk, and Cambridgeshire but the country forces having . 
broke up the bridges and guarded the passes, and the enemy. 
taken the fort, called Mersea Fort, which commanded the 
passes into that island, there was no passage left open for them, 
s0 they were forced to return, which they did securely, al- 


\_ though through the enemy's quarters, nota man being taken. 


' The next night parties of horse and foot were commanded 
_ togo into the hundred of Tendring, for bringing in prdvisions, 

ind returned the day following with about one hundred Sheep : 
and sixty oxen; which were all delivered to the commissary 
for the veneral store, and in like manner provisions were 
brought to the public store houses every night. - 

Two or three days after, part of the country rose to join 
them; but the captain, who by commission from Sir Charles 
 Lncas, was to levy and command them, would have betray- 
ed them to the enemy in their rising, in order to ingratiate 
himself with the prevailing power; Hut his disign, not hav-_ 
Ing 80 much policy as villainy, was discovered, and himself _ 
seized on by the countrymen, till Sir Charles Lucas's plea- 

sure should be further known concerning him and them; to 
whom they sent two sufficient men to give him an account of 
the affair, making it their earnest request that he would send 
a party of horse and foot to assist them in their rising, and 

to condact them safe into the town; accordingly, a party 
was drawn out and marched in the night to their assistance, 
and afterstoppinz about a week, returned safe with whar men 
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_ they had raised, through the quarters of the Suffolk foot, who 
_ were drawn over the river, and encamped between them and 


ew. EEE SS LIEat ah 
Another party was commanded out in the night at the North- 


_ gate, and force through their quarters, returned safe in 


the morning, losing only two men, by which loss they gained 


_ livelihood for many more, bringing in with them above fifty | 
oxen and' cows, besides sheep, corn, and. other provisions, 


_ and might have brought more; but Sir Charles Lucas being 


tender of injuring his countrymen, would not permit them to 


_ drive from any, but those he knew to be actual enemies; 


though his tenderness proved a very great inconvenience and 
Prejudice to the town; for after that they never obtained the 


like opportunity, the enemy drawingimmediately nearer upon 
them, confined them within narrow bounds, being much in- 
censed with anger in themselves, that they should suffer them 


to march through their quarters upon a sally, and return again 


'$8afe. The Hythe till continued in the possession of the town 
party, from whence were conveyed daily such necessaries as it 
would afford, by keeping a constant guard there; and the 
enemy did not attempt to beat them oft, while any thing re- 
 mained there of use. n- ED 0 


On the 5th of July, the council published a proclamation 
for calling all such townsmen, as would serve upon the line 
| for the $ecurity of the town, to enlist themselves into the ser- 

vice, under the several captains and officers who should be. 


deputed by Sir Charles Lucas to command them, and all 


others to bring in their arms to be deliveredinto the magazine; 


and that those who reſused to enlist should not keep any arms 
in their houses on pain of death, and forfeiture of their goods 
to the benefit and use of the town. _ i i nor EE 

. About this time the enemy encreached s0 near upon them, 
notwithstanding the daily sallies and skirmishes with them in 


all parts, that they fell into East-street, and seized the mill on. 
the river, and placed a strong guard there, who set fire to a 


_ tanner'shouse and barn, and consumed all the goods, leather, 
and corn in it; they also began to be very busy and trouble- 


some to the guards; whereupon at the next council of war, 


_ the affair was disputed, and a resolutioa made for a grand 
 8ally on that part of the town, which was accordingly per- 
formed, and Sir Charles commanded in chief, marching at 


the head of the horse, and Sir George Lisle commanded the 
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Foot; the whole party consisted of 500 foot, and 200 horse, 


out of which a forlorn party being drawn, they first marched 
down towards the river, whilst the enemy's guard was placed | 
on both sides of the street with a barricado across, from 


whence, with their chase-shot from their drakes, .and small 
Shot from the barricado and guard-houses, they played very 
thick upon Sir Charles's party, having no other passage over 


the river than a foot-bridge, the end whereof reached within 
five feet of the enemy's barricado; but, as if it had been only 
a sporting skirmish amongst tame soldiers ata general muster, 


_ they regarded it not, and running in a single file over the 


bridge, and some for haste through the river, mounted their 


| barricado, and beat the enemy off in an instant, and having 
_ once gained that, overturned the drakes, and charged upon 


other parties that still fired at them in the street, and passed 


| by the guard-houses, till they had cleared a great part of the 


street; surrounding them, charged in upon them, who hav- 


Ing neither possibility of relief, retreat, or escape, yielded 


upon quarter; $0 they took the captain, lieutenant, ensign, 


and above 80 privates, with all other inferior officers. _ 


Many were also killed in the adjacent houses, the whole 


| street being almost full of soldiers: they overturned the 
t 


drakes, and threw one of them into the river, but not having 
teams ready could not bring them off. The whole party be- 
ing now marched up, and having thus surprised the guard, 
they proceeded forward and made good their charge till they 


| had cleared the whole street, which gave so great an alarm 


to all their Teaguer, that they immediately rallied together all 
the foot and horse on that side of the river, and marched _ 
down the hill from behind the windmill to the top of another 


hill in a very full and orderly body, leaving only their colours 


and pikes, with a reserve hehind the mill. But having gain- 


| ed almost the top of the first hill, they followed their charge 
_ $0 smartly upon them, that they so0on forced them to a dis- 


orderly retreat, and quickly made them strive to take leave 


_ of their ground; the fields were overspread with confused 


and dispersed soldiers, both horse and foot. rn £ 
The town party being thereby encouraged, prosecuted their 
rTeserves till they had beat them behind the windmill, and forced 
not only their reserve and colours, but all they could rally, to 
quit the ground and disperse themselves ; insomuch, that they 


were onliged to divide their horse into three squadrons, one 


town foot (more out of heat of courage than mature policy) 
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division to keep the field, and the other two constantly 
 wheeling up and down, beating up their foot as they ran 
away; and their foot would never have disputed a hedge, 
had they not taken this COUIrse, which was now their only 
refuge. 


Having now cena A very thick hedge for their chelter, 
and being thus forced, they began to make a stand; and the 


| having engaged thus far, some of them still ran on, till they 
gained an old thin hedge opposite to the enemy, beyond the 
_ windmill, where they still fired upon them, maintaining the. 
said hedge, 'whilst a party of the enemy's horse, wheeling 
about the field between them, accidently discovered they had 
_$pentall their ammunition, by hearing one of the party foolish- 
ly call out for some, and thereupon clapping $spurs to their 
| horses, madea full charge upon them through the hedge, and _ Wt! 
killed and took most of them while on the retreat. _” 
'The town party perceiving what. had happened, faced a- . © | 4000 
| bout again, and received. their charge with such an undaunted _ Wn 
retort, that they forced them once more to a speedy retreat; RR 
and $0 returned into the town in good order. _ | 
In this action Sir George Lisle was once taken prisoner, Out 
but immediately rescued; "but lost one captain, one lieute- uy 
nant, and about 30 privates, who were taken at the broken 
_ hedge, but very tew killed. | = 
Mr. Weston, a gentleman of the ns tTOOP, being hot "10 
in the belly, w as also taken prisoner. al 
On the eneiny's side upwards of 80 were brought into the 
town prisoners, and between 200 and 300 killed; amonegst 
whom was the colonel that succeeded Colonel Needham | 7 1 
the command of his regiment, who was killed the tirst night's 
attack, and many of them wounded; of which very few es- 
 caped, but died within a very short time, as their party con- 
| fessed, either through neglect of their surgeons, or through 
_ the severity of the weather, insomuch that divers that came _ 
into the town afterwards, and men too who had been in the 
_ king's service, attirmed that the attack was at least 500 men_ 
| loss to them; besides many thar lett the leaguer upon it, s0me 
coming into the town by three or four in a day, and often 
more, for a long time weether; and others Stealing to their 
own habitations. 


_ After this ally the countrymen began to be displeased 
F 


a4 
with the service, and thought it hard duty to lay so long in 
the trenches, and were glad to entertain all comers who would 
_ perform their duty for them, allowing each man ten shillings 
a week constantly, to be excused themselves; by which means, 
many who came from London and other places, with intent 


_ to join the town party, not being able, entered into their army. 


Next night, the enemy strengthening their leaguer on that. 
_ part of the town, fell into the street again with a stronger 
_ party then before, and possessed themselves of their former 
guards and ground, aud again fell to firing the houses on that 
| 8ide of the river next the town, intending thereby to have 
destroyed the guards which were placed in the face of them, 


being only a narrow river apart, which much detrimented 


them, and kept the fire from doing any harm; after which 
they set fire to all the windmills near the town, thinking 
_ thereby to hinder the inhabitants from grinding corn, but. 
| they s00n found a salve for that sore; for finding by the river 
Side, at the Hythe, many mill-stones, designed for transpor- 
tation, some of them were fortunately brought into the town, 
_ and several house-mills were set up, which proved very ser- 
Bo Ein: 4 4 
They then raised two or three horn-works and redoubts on 
_ the north side of the leaguer, running their trench up to them 
from the river side, over against the warren, where they placed 

_ a number of great pieces, which they played violently at a _ 

mill, called middle mill, upon the river, which mill they 
 _ supposed was the only one left; and indeed it was, except-. 
ing those hoase-mills; but they did little damage to the mill, 
which greatly displeased them, tor they thought, if they dis- 
_ abled the town party from grinding corn for the soldiers, they - 
would mutiny for wantot bread; which was probable enough, 
and might have happened, as the town's-people were always 
. ready to second them ; but this was happily prevented by the 
diligence of Lord Loughborow, who made a most laborious 


 _ toll, as pleasing to him as the Iightest recreation, by under- 


taking and continuing the care of providing necessary pro- | 
visions for the army, which was daily ordered and distributed 
by the commissaries to the whole town; insomuch that 
he would frequently, for halſa day together, continue a strict 
eye over both mills and bakers, lest by their indiscreet of _ 
wilful neglect, any inconveniencies should happen, _ 

The same care was also ordered to be taken by the mayor 
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for the inhabitants of the town, who was commanded by the 
council of war, to raise supplies of provision for the people, 
and to erect mills for the grinding corn, who by this time 


began to be in want, the town being very full, and many of 


the inhabitants indigent and needy, who were not in a ca- 
| pacity to provide for themselves, nor had they scarcely been 


when the town was open: but the mayor rather desired to _ 


hazard the starving them, thinking, that by the violent in- 


_ $stigation of unmerciful hung zer, they would be urged to a_ 
p mutiny in the town, whereby the enemy might take hold of'_ 
the confusion, and overwhelm the party in a sudden and _ 


general destruction ; tor, notwithstanding all threats and daily 


__ urgencies from ford Loughborow and Sir Charles Lucas, 


he still neglected to provide « corn for those who had none, or 
mills to grind for those who had yet some left; in consequence 


of which, tie poor of the town, having quite exhausted their 


- provision, began to throng together, inaking great clamours 
andexclaimations of being 11] used, and falling into necessity, 


| their bellies sounding alarms to their mouths, made their 
_ tongues instruments to thunder their wants in the ears of the 
officers of the army, who did not at all reflect on the mayor 


and officers of the town : but Sir Charles Lucas, at the next 


council of war, commiserating them as his own town's-horn 


_ people, petitioned the lords that they might have some corn 


delivered out of the general store-house, which was as readily 


granted as mentioned, and an order immdiately given; by 
which order the commissaries were appointed to deliver to 


_ every family according to the number-in it, a certain propor- 


tion of bread corn, which amounted in the whole to 300 


quarters of wheat and rye, the want of which proved a_great.:. 


INCONVenience to them. 


At a council of war on the 1 2th of Joly, "oP a general consent, the Earl 
of Norwich caused the following declaration to be. digperaes 1 in the 
country, as also in the enemy's leaguer. SLA | WE. 


: & COULD prosperity make us insolent, this overture Sionld be the 


_$tory of our present fortunes: how numerous, how unanimous, how © 


_ as80ciated, and how befriended, have we been in our undertakings! In 
a word, Heaven seems pleased with our proceedings, and earth conspires 


for our deliverance! Consider with what resolutions we have acted in 
times of despair, ' and raised ourselves to the present height out of no- 
_ thing! Consider also, that we till move with the same FORontIons and _ 
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are yet Henan and encouraged uy | the Same Providence who at firs 


raised us. 


 & Jn this condition, gentlemen and fellow eubjacts, we $alute you in 


a temper of pure love aud christianity disengaged, we assure you, from 


any interest whatever, or mixture of revenge or fear.—Peace is the 
end we aim at, and proposed at first to accomplish our desigus in a Peace- 


able manner, 1f it were possible s0 to do. 


_& We have compassionately considered the number. of innocent covls 


who have been seduced by the imposture of a pretended liberty, and the 
| many who have been brought into erroneous and unfortunate engagements _ 


by their necessities, all of whom must certainly per vs if not pr exer ved | 


by this now only remaining expedient. 


© Therefore, whatever officer or Soldier now in arms against us, Shall, 


. on or before the 215k day of this instant, July, repair unto us, or Join 
_ any part of our forces, and with them enter upon action, and not pro- 
_ ceed against us for the future, shall h.:ve his or their arrears paid unto. 
| him or them: and we do further hereby oblige ourselves to intercede to 
| his most sacred majesty, for an act of indemnity; and we do not in the 

least doubt but our most gracious sovereign the king, will immediately | 
grant the same; ani for the performance hereof on our part, we tie our 
honours and the faith of the country; vowing withal, that we design no __ 


alteration, either in church or common-wealth, but such as this present 


_ Parliament hath declared and allowed to be the. duty of good christiaus = 
_ and loyal subjects.” 


On the 23rd of July: os enemy F JOE down to the Hacks” 


where a guard was placed in the church, when Captain 
_ Horsmander, the officer who then commanded the guard, no 
- 800Ner saw the enemy, but he delivered up his guard without _ 
firing one musket, whereas, had he opposed them, he might 
in a very short time have been relieved and drawn off, though 
| the place cauldnot have been maintained, 'Fhis place proved. 


of very little benefit to them; only they might reflect on them- 


selves tor the neglect they had committed in not taking it be= _ 
fore, whilst the. property remained there, as it lay s0 open 
for them to have seized, that had they made an attempt up-. 
on it, it could not have been kept withoutengaging the whole 
. body, and quitting the town; and indeed, had they surprised 
that place i in due time, as might easily enough have been done | 


before it was drained. 
The next day, having drawn the line very near Foal Por I 


Hhouse, they planted two demi-cannons against St. Mary's 


church, from whence they fired PPHALds of 00 great s10t at 
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the steeple, but did very little damage, for with as much ex- 


_ pedition as possible, a battery was raised against them upon 


the curtain; from whence, on firing about four times, one 
of their best cannoniers fell, and with him six men more; up- 


on which, finding that place too warm for their continuance, 


they removed their guns. 


'The occasion of their being so envious as to aim at the OY | 
$truction of the steeple, was on account of a sentinel being. 
kept continually there, who discovered their motion both 
night and day; besides which, a platform was made in the 
frame of the bells, and planted a brass saker there, which L 


flanking their trench, did them much injury. 


On the 25th, the enemy drawing their line $till nearer. 


Lord Lucas's house.” under the shelter of an old wall and 


ome buildiags, brought up their demi-cannons and batter-_ 
ing upon the Gate-house (wherein was a guard of 100 mus- 
queteers) reduced one side of it to the ground, which falling 
amongst their work (being a small half moon, drawn from 


one side of the house to the other) annoyed them very much ; 
the enemy also firing two or three granedoes at the same time, 


buried many in the stones and dust, and the rest not able to. 
stand the shock, betoke themselves to their swords, and the 


| butt-ends of their musquets, and fought very hard from one 


place to another, after losing their line, till most of them 
made their escape, some out of the wicket of the gate, and 


others out of the windows and broken places of the house. 


The officers also forced their liberty wita the AE of their 


8words, and came off safe. 
The enemy should not boast much of their success in this 


action; though it was some advantage to them ; but they pur- | 
chased it with the loss of many a $tout man, and of their old-. 


_ ext soldiers, whom they quickly found lying by the wall and 


sides of the trenches, some dead, and others Speaking well 


of the gallant behaviour of their enemy, in their miserable 


dying groans. Of the whole guard, consisting of 100 men, 
not above 10 were taken prisoners, and only four or five 


killed, though many were wounded, but came oft, and re- 
covered. | 


Having thus possessed themselves of this house, the first 


thing thought of was plunder, and accordingly they ſell to 


Searching, and those things which were moveable in it, 


though of little wor th. or. Service, they took away; W hich 
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chiefly consisted of bedsteads, stools, and the like, for the 
_ said house had been divers times before plundered; and was 
one of the first in the kingdom served s0: but on findin 
_ themselves no better rewarded for their trouble, they broke 
open the vault wherein the ancestors' of the Lucas's family 
were entered, under pretence of searching for money, and 
_ finding several corpses not quite dissolved, particularly those_ 
_ of the Ladies Lucas and Killigrew, who were both buried in 
leaden coflins, dismembered their trunks, throwing a leg in 
_ one corner of the vault, and an arm in another, and were s0_ 
audacious in this brutish act, as to take away the hair of those 
| ladies” heads in their hats, as a triumphant bravado in honour 
_ of their villainy; in this condition the vault continued till the 
_ corps of Sir Charles Lucas was brought to be entombed there. 
By this time, the magazine in the town being nearly empty, 
and all the flesh being spent; the next affair that was ordered, 


was searching the private stores in the town, which accord- 


ingly was done, but they proved very weak. Then the 
council of war, after receiving an account of the searches and 
condition the town was 1n, as to provision, having examined 
every private family, ordered that all the horse, except 200, 
Should sally forth in the night, and break through the 
| leaguer, and if they could get through with the ease they wish- 
ed, to march northward, in hopes of relief; haying previously | 
received very zreat assurance, by private letters, that relief 
was intended, and hasting towards them from Duke Hamil- 
_ ton, under the command of Sir Marmaduke Langdale; so 
the horse were all drawn to a rendezyous in the Castle-yard, 
late in the night, and a party of foot with them for their as- 
_ $15tance, in forcing the enemy's line, with pioneers, to level 
the way {or them to let the horse in when the foot should 
have forced the enemy off their line, which was easy to have_ 
been performed; thus they marched over the river by the _ 
_ Middle-mill, and came within reach of the enemy's sentinels, 
| before they were discovered, or any part of their guards 
alarmed; but their guides and pioneers, who were for the _ 
most part townsmen, agreeable to a plotted combination 
amongst them, ran away immediately, the night being dark; 
by which cowardly behaviour they were forced to retreat in- 
to the town, which was done without the loss of a man ; but 
it gave the enemy s0 much notice, as to take an absolute 
discovery of their design, and it was afterwards ,not thought. 
proper to make a second attempt. - _ 
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At the next council of war, considering the stores were 
exhausted, and all flesh, or very near all spent, it was thought 


convenient to keep those horses which were fit for the soldiers 


to eat; which were drawen into the Castle-yard, with or- _ 
ders, that no officer whatever should conceal their horses, 
but cause them to be brought into the field, upon the forfei- 
ture of them to be slaughtered immediately ; when the third 
part of every troop was drawn out and delivered to the com- 
- missary to be killed, some of them to be immediately distri- 
buted to the men, and the rest to be powdered; which the 
Soldiers very willingly submitted to, and as cheertully fed up- 
on them, rather than deliver themselves up to their enemies - 
upon base or dishonourable terms; which expressions of theirs 
were $0 common and public, that the enemy hearing of their 
falling tohorse flesh, heardalso of the resolution of the soldiery, 
which greatly startled them ; for before then, they hoped for _ 
daily submission to a treaty of surrender. © «| 
Upon the last searoh which was made in the towns-mens? 
| houses and $hops for all things eatable, very little corn was 
found, in some houses not above a peck, in others two, and 
in several not any, or scarcely any flesh, yet there was a good _ 
_ quantity: of spice and oil, which as far as it held out, proved 


_ very useful to eat with the horse flesh ; some starch was also 


could come to. _ 


found, which was preserved, and made very good puddings, 
* Tt hath been reported, that at this time they had some relief 
brought by water from the fleet at sea, but it was not true, 
for although there was a river came up to the town, yet the 
Sea was. above seven miles from the place; and the enemy 
had possessed themselves of the block-house against the island 
of Mersea, which commanded the pass into it, so that no 
boat could stir by them to the Hythe, the nearest place they 
It was confidently asserted, that the ruin of the whole un- 
dertaking was occasioned by giving the enemy liberty of 
Possessing themselves of Mersea fort; but they are certainly 
In the wrong that think $80; for 1t was at first intended to 
have kept possession of that fort, and Colonel 'Tuke was 
named for the expedition; but, atter duly considering the si- 
tuation of affairs, they were fully convinced that the design 
could not be beneficial to them, for these very reasons : 
I'irst, The fort at Mersea was upwards of seven miles dis- 
tant, and the enemy having beset the town quite round, it 
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was consequently in their power to stop any communication 


between the town and Mersea fort. od phe ro 
| Secondly, It was reasonable to think, that as the enemy 
were surrounding the town, they would also take possession 
of the fort, which they accordingly did, and as no relief 
could have been sent, 1t was certain the enemy would have 
taken them prisoners. | CL a OW 0 en 
'Fhirdly, In their consultation about taking Mersea fort, 
and placing a guard there, it was found that the island was 
not capable of relieving and supporting half the body of men 
necessary for the defence and security of the phce. _ 
Fourthly, They dig not think it policy to divide the army, 
and thereby much weaken it, without some hopes of doing _ 
service; whereas there could be none as affairs stood, espe- 


cially as the number was notsutficient to engage at both places. 


But others say, that had they taken and kept possession 


of Mersea fort, they might have been relieved by the ships 


of war at sea, who paid due submission to the royal authority; _ 
but relief from them was uncertain, as it was with difficul- 


ty they could obtain provision for their men; and it ought _ 
_ to be considered, that 500 men placed at the fort, would have 


been a sufficient number to have kept the party there till they _ 
were starved; it being impossible to afford them tne least as- 
sistance when surrounded; and that by the same means, all_ 
persons were hindered from assisting or joining them. _ 
After the enemy had obtained possession of Lord Lucas's 
house and the Hythe, they began to draw their line still 
more straight, and to lie quite round them, insomuch that 
they were confined within a narrow compass; they also 
brought up their largest pieces of battery, viz. Two demi- 
cannons, and two whole culverins, and placed them near 
St. John's house, and again fell to battering St. Mary's 
Steeple, one side of which they beat down, and a great part 
of the church; they also broke the saker which was placed 
O 
and only one of the matrasses wounded, = _ 
On the 25th, in the night, the enemy alarmed the line, 


in it; during all this smart firing, not one man was killed, 


and fell upon the guard in the Middle-mill, over against Rye- 


cate, commanded by Colonel Rainsborow, and getting over 


_ the river at a fordable place, fell upon them furiously and 


oblived them to retreat into the town, and, at the same time, 
Set fire to the mill : upon which a party of the town (chielly 
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$entlemen)- marched' down upon-' them, - Ald Sick ; 7008 
With such resolution and spirit, | that 'they were obliged to DE ' 
thke' to their legs and run away, first throwing, down their | 
arms; .and their-retreat Was. ti such disorder,, that. many of. 
them, mistaking the proper place'to get over the river, werg 
_ drowned, twelve of them killed on the Spot, and ix "taken y 
prisoners; the 'mill being then on fire, . the soldiers present. | 
were ordered to carry water in their hats to quench'the same; © | 
_ which was accordingly done, and with Such expedition, that | 
little damage ensued. '' | ” - - Rl 
_- That night it appeared the enemy intefded to have' Stornidd 
the town; but on fieeting with this' 'reputse, taid aside their 
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des! WL odtt [1:37 M0 
"The following aceidetit Wopetied inthe data toy an endien Fg 

| in the town guard, in'Colofel Pills regiment, viz. He Was - Fu 
 shot through the body, im atone side And out at the other, Pe. bh 
_ with a five pound bullet; 'after which Hewwent fromthe uatd . _ ml 
to his quartets in the town, by the help of 'one sldiet ". _— Wha 
| the bullet hanging by his side in His Skin,” and beiny laid on 3"! 
his bed, the bullet broke out and carried with ithils lavr5pirits - ..- 
of life; giving him time to breathe out this. &&þres86in only.: | 
© Ot! that Thad been shot with my coloursir'my hang, thiit _ 
furling myself in them, 1 might have So died, my friends Wl 


might have believed I really loved the king,  #hd that'T Ree.” > © 000 

_ and cheerfully died, 'in his and my ebithitr}?s Service.?* An {on 

eXPresS10N, as gallantas the strangeness'of the shot by which _ A 

he died; *tis a pity the memory of 50! greatand TOY! al a gen | | {i W 

tleman Should Sleep iN obsturity, *. | "HY 

_ On the 27th day, the enemy” 1 iti" in Mfavaalciibtreet; es lth 

= began to cast up two of three redoubts in'ths fields, *etwixt 10610 
the Said \ Street and town,” over agairist Betry-fields, and hat 

| beginning to express their. intentions by their behaviour, it : 10) 

was $upposed they designed to be troublesoine neighbours; © | 

in consequence' of which a party was drawn' out; made a__ 
s$mart'sally upon them,' and beat thein'oft from' their works, | 


— —_———_—— 


—_— 


pursuine them into the Streets 6nd” houses, "rd killed many With 
of them, $till maintaining their ground, although noon-day, _ 7..." nl 
till the enemy approached in great bodies of horse and foot hl 
upon them, when they made an orderly and fair retreat, Rl 
bringing off ten or more prisoners; with the loss of one mart. | 


and two wounded; after their growing thus near, daily sallies 
were made in one place of their leaguer or other, during the Film 
remainder of the EIS, - E ©. Bll 
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| dexired he would direct the fire another way. 


On the Sunday following Sir William Massam, one of the 


_ committee, who was then prisoner.in the town, was $ent in 
_ exchange for Mr, Ashburnham, whose man was permitted 


tO COme to the walls tO recelye him; and he was joytal on I 


 nough of his liberty from that unprisonment, though ome 


boldly aspersed the gentlemen under whom the committee- | 


men were prisoners, and declared that they were placed just 


upon line, because they should be killed by the impartial hot _ 
of their friends; which was false, for they were lodged, first 


_ coming to town, at the best and most convenient inn, and 
the town being' very full, could not admit any better con- 
 veniency for them, being allowed to receive any provisions 


; 


of fresh and hot meats into the town, without opposition or 


affront, whilst. the lords and gentlemen generally fed on 
horse fleeh. Once or twice, nevertheless, the top of the 
| house wherein they were confined, was shot through from 


the leaguer; the prisoners therefore Sent a'special message to 


Lord Fairfax, acquajnting him what house they lay ip, .and 


; 


|. The enemy proceeding thus in the seige, crept nearer and 
 Vearore yok many, of Sha paid dearly: for Bhejr boldneas, 
| though, b 


y reagon of the gcarcity of ammunition, it was not _ 
possible to make very great sallies upon them, nor constantly 


fire from the line, yet sallies were made almost every day in 
one part or other, and shot s0 carefully disposed of, that 


many, of them fell daily; some were. often killed when cut» 


ting and bringing in grass for the borse, no forage being leſt 
in the town, but what they fought for;, going in paxties, and 


s010e firing at the enemy whilst gthers cut grass, the thatch 


fromthe houges and boughs from the trees being eat up. 
A On the19th.of August, Lady Katharine Scat, accompanied 
by Sor other ladies, desired leave of Lord Fairtas, tor libers 
ty to see her father, Lord Norwich, Lady. Norwich, being 
newly dead, but could. not procurg $0] much favour as t9 g9 
 inxo the town, but were admitted to.the sally-port,, to which | 
| place 5he was accompanied by a guard, who might hear the 
| discourse that passed between them; Quarter-master-general 
' Gravener, and some other officers, accompanied them, and 
were entertained with a collation of horse flesh and a bottle 
or two of wine, the best accommodation they. could treat then 
with, which they ate heartily, and liked. _ 


Horse flesh now began to be as precious as the choicest 
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meats' before, the cok 1ers in general, and all officers and. 
gentlemen, from: the lords to the lowest degree or quality, eat- 
ing nothing else, except cats and dogs, which the enemy 
_ disgnsted very much, daily expecting a surrender; by the 
_ assuratice of which, they constantly ericonraged their sol- 
diers f6 a continuance of the hard duty they then underwent, 
who otherwise would have beert scarcely kept together, being 
often upon the march, SUE] into the country, or to Join those 
In the-town. Ut 
It was now grown 80 delicious a food amongst the zoldiers, ' 
_ that they could scarcely secure their horses in the stables, 
for every morning one stable or other was robbed, and the 
horses knocked on the head and ot in the shambles by the 
pound; nor was there in a short time a doy left, for it was 
_ customary foreach: soldier to reserve & part of his ammunition | 
loaf, and in a morning walk the streets, s0 if he discovered 
Aa dog, drop a piece of bread and decoy him on within his 
reach, and then knock his brains out; till at length dogs 
| became $0 scarce that Six Shillings was: given for the Side of a 
_ small one. 

The enemy pereſevidg they could not work nport them by ” 
. $suvmmons, threats, nor fotce of arms, had recourse to petty 
_ stratagems, sometintes Sending false news of great victories 
_ over the Scots, and lists of prisoners takerr that were never 
in arms, with a variety of such like whimsies, hoping thereby 
_ to terrify the private men, and bring them to a timorous 
_ apprehension of their condition, which might probably force 
their others, by their mutmous resolutions, to treat for con= _ 
ditions, to leave them in the uxch, which the enemy wished. 
'Fhey also sent private papers into the town amongst the 
Soldiers, by women, incensing them against their officers, 
_reproaching them with the odious name of rebels, and men 

_ acting against the peace of the kingdom without proper com- 
_ mission, *which they hoped would'so poison the minds of the 
 s0ldiers, that if they would not mutiny, yetat least they would 
be incensed agains'ttheir officers and quit the line, by which 
loss: they would have been $0 weakened, as tO have been 
easrly stormed and taken. - 
But imstead of receiving any benefit by the stratagems, 
they wrought nothing more than'an imjury to themaelves; as 
It engaged the soldiers to higher resolutions. =» 
Then they shot arrows into the town: with Papers factened 
G& 2 | 
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to them, promising the men, if they would desert the town, 


they should have fair quarters, pardon for what they had done, 


_ and liberty to go to, their own homes, with passes from the 


general, without being plundered or suffering the least injury ; 
but tliis proved of no benefit to them, but still exasperated 
and enlivened the svIldiers, who were s0 courageous in their 


resotations, as very often to. express, **that they would either 
live with liberty, or, die with. honour,”” neither of which. 
could arise by a poor submission of an ignoble enemy. _ 


 But.the enemy had now possessed, themselves of all places 


of convenieney and advanzage round about rhe town, and _ 
began to annoy. them very. mack in; divers parts of the line, 


trom- the; opposite and flanking. houses, and the magazines 


| begary to, grow very low of powder, s0 an order was given 
out that the men.should be careful and not waste 1t by firing _ 
without a, real occasion; and; that. no gunner should firea 
cannon without the command of a field officer of his post, or 
a general officer of the field. _- OF 


| But these houges under the line proved $0 obnoxions, that j 
by degrees they made that line almost too hot for any to a- 
bide it; and the,enemy. having found this advantage, drew 


| thicker down upon the suburbs, under shelter of the houses, 
: which the officers.being sensible of, and knowing there re- 


mained. no, securer, remedy, sallied out amongst them, and 


| beat them out of the streets, and set fire to some houses, 
having first given oxders to those inhabitants who remained 
| In them, to secure and convey away their goods; and those 
which lay immediately under the line-and wall, they first 
| pulled down, that the materials might be preserved, and the 


less prejudice done to the town and owners; which should _ 
they have let, stand, would have proved s0 miserable an in- 
conveniency, - that they could not have maintained the town 


| balf.an hqur; or had the enemy ever attempted a resolute 


storm when, once-they had beset them 5o close; as in many 


| places the. stairs came up to the top of the wall in the highest 


parts of it, s0 large that two or three men might have come 
up a-brest, and. some rooms equalled the height of the wall | 


ina perfect diameter. And if the enemy had taken no other | 


benefit but the opportunity of a wind and set fire to theni, 


they might probably have set fire tothe whole town ; which 
| they attempted the first night, and once afterwards had et- 
fected, 'had not the wind: been very calm, and the men ex- 
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tracrdi nary diligent in quenching the flames as fast as they fired: 


On Friday, the 11th, more arrows were again shot into 


the town, toentice the zoldiers with alluring charms, inter- 
_ mixed with severe threats, to abandon ©<the. service; inti- 


mating, that if they came not away -before the next Monday, 

not a man that came after should have any quarter; which | 

messages the soldiers resented s0 much, that they were rezolv- 
ed to answer it by the game messengers, and took some of _ 
-d, and 


wrapping the same in paper, fastened to the head of the ar rows, 


their own arrows, anointing them with a t 


and wrote on the: paper this superscription, (An answer from 
Colchester, August I 1th, 1648, as you may smell) Intimatin o there- 


by how tar they regarded their —_ Or esteemed their threat- | 


enings.. 

.: >The greatest part of the bojms now had chan our their stables 
for slaughter-houses, and their riders, being willingly dis- 
mounted, took up with foot arms, the gentlemen halberts, 


and the private troopers scythes, ready fitted with long staves 


_ for. the service,, which were very terrible for execution ; and 


there were many.scythes found in the town upon a zearch for 


arms,. more than'ever were known to be in the town before; 


many brown: bills: were also made in' the: town, $0 that no_ 


- man nee be idle for want of arms; these.men were all enlist- 


ed in; particutar companies, under the lord general, Lord _ 
 Capell and Sir Charles Lucas; Lord Capell marching him- 

Selt on foot, with a halbert on his shoulder at the head of 

| his company tothe guard, . that none might make a scruple 


or be dissatisfied with it; which company lay constantly up- 


on reserve, 1n:tents: built purposely tor them : which point of & 
war must of necessity arise from as high a conveniency as any, 


and indeed was a course constantly practiced amongst the 
| best and most judicious conquerors of the world, and they 
have left arguments tor its support in the chronology of di- 
vers victories obtained, and Jost fields recovered by fortunate 


and resolute reserves, although but of small numbers, of 


which we will instance one Serverus, the emperor, who in 


_ a battle against Albinus, general of the Britons, before Lug- 
_ denhum, was himself put to flight, beat off his horse and bid. 
himselt, whilst-the Britons followed the chace, chanting out 
their praise-as victors; till Latus, one of Serverus's oflicers, 


Stopping behind with some fresh troops, and renewing a 
_charp ny the Serverians took heart again, and mounting Sers 
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_ verus, pat on his purple sSurtout (a mihitary mantle}, when 
_ the Albenians thinking themselves masters of the field, being 
_ disordered and furiously charged by fresh troops, aſter a short *» 
resistance fled, the Serverians following them to the city 
gates, did vast execution. _ | 
Now these companies were not the only reserves, for it 
was the constant method of duty in the army generally, to 
lie every regiment on their several posts, the one half upon 
| guard, and the other all night very" weary. at the most con- 
venient place. F; 
__ "Thus they maneqed and held the town in 1 defiance of the 

enemy (this being the 17th day of August), still cherishing 
| hopes of relief, having yet no certain intelligence of the state 


of affairs it the other parts of the kingdom, nor relief ap- 


proaching, and their stores very much wasted, insomuch 
_ that the corn was very near spent, and Intle mn mers 


Teſt to maintain the action. 


TFheretore, at a general contielt of war, his excellency 
Lord Norwich, Lord Capell, and Sir Charles Lucas, signed 


_ letters to Lord Fairfax, desiring him to grant them 20 days | 


_ respite and a. pass through their quarters, for some gentlemen 
whom they would send to Sir Marmaduke Langdale, in or- 
der to receive information of his condition; and if that they 
found him as the enemy had given out, not advancing, and 
| that there were no hopes of redress from any other quarter, 
_ they would ther treat for surrender. F 
But this request being rejected, they sent out private Spies | 
and messengers, and. concluded in a general resolution to 
maintain and defend the town to the last; and not to be. 
idle with the enemy, but as active as the scarcity of ammu- 
| nition would admit; and accordingly sent out a party every 
_ day or night to the sally-port, who went on the duty with 
___ alertness, and proved very troublesome to- the enemy's keeping - 
nf them upon constant duty. _ 

The poor people of the place next petitioned Lor Fairfax 
for liberty to leave the town, and disperse into the country _ 
 amongst their friends, who they pretended would keep them 
from famishing; but he did not think -proper to grant their 
request, on the contrary, gave orders to his army round the 
leaguer, it any turned out to fire at them; at the same time 
they were told by pretended friends in the town, inveterate 
_ enernies to: the party, that thay had made a proclaimation, 
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that a had not 20 days provision in their houses chould 
leave the town, as'well rich-as poor; at which time search 
being again made, few were found to have provision for more _ 
than two or three days, and the enemy having this order, it 
would have, been a very .ungenerous act to have forced s0 
many. people through a sally-port; besides. the attempt was | 


dangerous, as 


; their own houses upon the swords of their enemy, 


The stores were then again reviewed, and the magazines 
also,, when the stores were found so empty as not to yield 
above two or three days provision of bread for the army, and 
the magazine not to maintain two hours fight if a storm 


should happen, upon which a council of war was again 
$ummoned, and it was 
treat with the enemy: 


bringing 


is answer from the' general. 


cc THAT AS they: had held out so long against hin, and to the vtmont : 


denied his sfmmons, the best conditions they must expect from him, must 


| be to submit to mercy; for that only the inferior officers and Soldiers : 


should have liberty to go to their own homes.” 


"This answer displeased them much, and they were resolved Do 


not to surrender on those boner conditions. 


| On Tuesday the 22nd, early in the morning, more arrows | 
were $hot into the town at several places of the line, with 


Tetters fastened to them, as. follows: "6 
7M August 215t, 1648. | 


;-Be WHEREAS on Sunday lat, i in a letter to Lord Goring, Lord Capell, | 


_ and'Sir Charles Lucas, conditions were offered to all private soldiers and 


inferior officers, under captains, to have leave to go to their homes with- | 


out injury or violence; and all superior officers, lords, and -gentlemen, 
_ to submit to mercy; and whereas the same hath been concealed from 
the $oldiers and inferior officers aforesaid; nevertheless, if they will, be- 
fore Thursday next, lay hold on the said conditions, and con.e away in 
a body from the enemy, the same conditions shall be performed to them 
which hath been offered, but in case they Should suffer the towa's-people 
(whom we will not receive) to be turned out of the town, and suffer 


them to perish under the walls, they must expect no mercy; and if the 


they were just ready to mutiny, and would 
certainly have done so directly, had they forced them rom . 


reed, that it was the best course to. 
which motion being carried by a ma- _ 
_ Jority of voices, Ce were accordingly drawn up, and Dr, 
_ Glyston,, a physician, then living in the town, employed in 
the message; who the next morning returned from the enemy, 
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towns-men, who word; in arms, Should ain Ofich: the:xoldierycid coming | 
forth in a body as, Aforesaid, | they should: als6/be.free fromiclerice:. i; ol. 


This stratagem' they thought would have tHfis6d '$nch* a 
awild-fire in the 1nutinous brains of the lower" - ar 'of people; 
as would in an instant have invited*the old? y to wy five 
their officers up as sacrifices to obtain their be 6 y5 but 
their hopes were also disappointed in this; for” instead ofa 
complaisant acceptance of these propositions, they resolved 

_ to accept of no' conditions whereitt their vfficers should not 
receive the same benefit: RP JPOUE FIER SIIONT MAIS .-.. 
The council of 'war havitig als Uhie" "M befors permitted 
- Dr. Glyston to'go out again, and Mr.” ShelfielU' (ohe of the 
committee-men, who was then 'prigonter in the town, brought 
from Chelnisford) to 'mediate* with the general for the People 
of the town, 8ent *also by him other Jtters' conceruing the 


_ $oldiery for conditions of Surrender, but the ITY, answer : 
was: returned: RD 1% 930 919 11 # 23391 | ; 


| (1141. 0197: 
« THAT they bad given : "i former tg! 6, what. PETS they 


would give; those they would Stand tog and 1 10 other must be expected.” 


. And now being dyawn to. 2 52d Fi nCys. and planged.in- 
to grater extremeties, it was not for. thenz. to prolong: time, 
but rather add wings > their rezalations, and elose up, thei 
misfortunes as well asthey ; could. with an honourable; CON, 
clusion, and with the best condition and Krontenk exPec ition 


that could be. 


and as for 


They had scarce left one cat or dog in the town; some 
horses they had yet alive, but. not many, for there were at 
that time in the commissary*s accompr, a list of '730 horses 
which had been killed by him, and -orderly distributed out; 
_ besides these that the 8vldiers had stolen out of the stables 
and killed, and others that. gentlemen had $laughtered tor 
their own private tables, w hich made the number above 800; 

5s. there was not corn left for one day's pro- 
vision, and many mouths to ſeed;, they had made all kind 
_ of corn the town would afford, as malt, barley, oats, wheat, 
Tye, pease, and all they could recover, into bread, for eight 
weeks tozether, to lengthen the store, and still contented to 
undergo any hardship that might probably tendtothe advance- 
ent of the general good; but their hopes were now quite 


 diss0lved into absolute fear of unavoidable ruin. 


{ Wo 
Yet this ghastly appearance could. not exile that incompa- 
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rable courage which gerierallyinvpired them with lively actions. 
and patient sufferings, as if it had been equally indifferent to 
| them, contentedly to undergo prosperity or misfortunes; all 
men's resotutions were or fire to desperate designs, by some 
unprecedented attempt, .desirous or ruining their enemy, or 
to perish-nobly in the enterprise.. _ 

__ 'Fhe meanest of the soldiers as ot holding a conformable 
| abedience to the commands of their officers, undaunted in 
| their courage, and courageous in their actions, notwithstand- 
_ ing the many designs and political engines the enemy had 
_ employed to alienate them from their duty, and dishearten 
them in their service; but lest there might be any misunder- 
$tanding betwixt the soldiers and their officers, upon putting 

- any design in execution, the following engagement was drawn 
up and Signed by. A all the officers and gentlemen is the. 
quarters, _ 


| «& WE whose 1 names are hereunto written, FO in the Precence of Al- | 
mighty, God, protest against all conditions, which are or shall be sent 
| from the enemy, by which our liberties may be infringed, and our ho- 
nours blemisghed. And we do upon our honours, solemnly engage our- 
gelves not to desert one another, nor the foot soldiers, till, by God's as- 
$istance, we have forced onr passage through all that shall oppose us, or. 
perish in the act, which we attest this 2 3rd of August, 1648.” 


The next day (being Thursday the 24th) the enemy sent a 
Y"aper kite into the town, which hovering a considerable 
time over it, that the soldiers might take notice thereof, at 
 ast they let: drop into the town, with many papers fixed | 
to it, to the same purpose as those before shot-in with arrows, 
and with them a book, containing, The relation of a vic- 
tory over. the Scots, and their general Rout. Within two 
hours after which they made a general triumph through their 
| leaguer, giving a valley both of small and great shot round the 
_ town in all quarters, and some of the shot playing thick into 
_ _ the town, gave a very strong alarm, and as great hopes that 
-1t was either the fore-runner of a storm, or the beginning of 
one, till it was found to be beyond and about the windmill, 
below East-street; at the same time their assurances were $0 
strong of gaining a victory without blows, that they thought 
it would be best policy to forbear, although they had drawn 
their approaches so near the line under Berry-tields, by the 
| 8helter of a wall (which | is yet Sanding) that the Soldiers 
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from both trenches of the line might talk together, and throw 
$tones at one another, as they frequently did. 
On Friday. the. 25th, the council of war met again early in in 
the morning, at which they resolved to send General F airtax 
| the following letter into the leaguer. - 


_ _ « THAT since he denied to treat upon conditions that were onus | 
able, notwithstanding | their actions and demeanours in the service had 
| been nothing but what became their honour and fidelity, if he were 
| _ pleased to make an attempt of attacking them, he should nat need to 
|  $pring any mine, as he boasted they had already done; but that any gate 
| about the town that he ghould make + Hs $houtd be set apa, and 
his entrance disputed afterwards.” | 


ns 


| But he thought himself sure of VOe ME them at an easier 
rate than the loss of 50 much blood, which a Surprise of such 
a nature niust have cost him, even if he had carried it, which 
_ he hardly would have done; and indeed it was his best policy 
not to storm them at all, since he had leisure enough to wait | 
for their destruction ; which if he had done by raising any | 
| Part thereof, though in small parties only, at that time, they 
might have forced him either to have attempted a surprise by 
$torm, or fairly retreated with the hazard of his honour, if. 
not his army; for had he stormed the town, it would have - 
endangered the shattering of his whole body, the edge of 
whose fury was by this time quite taken off, and they frighted 
_ at the scythes and scalding pitch, which was kept boiling in 
| iron pots and caldrons every night round the line, with long 
| ladles to cast it over the rampart upon them, had _ began 
their storming. 
But considering the melancholy condition they were  plung- 
ed into, through the defeat of the Scots and the want of pro- | 
_ vision to subsist, not having any hopes of holding out two 
days longer, unless without bread; it was the final resolution | 
__ of the council of war, to draw out the whole party that night 
_ to arms, both horse and foot, with what ammunition was 


| left, andas many short scaling ladders as could be procured, 


_ and in the dead time, when least expected, to set open two 
of the gates, and march out and storm their line, so falling 
into their head-quarters, beat up their whole army and re- 
lieve themselves, or force a march through all opposition, 
which they should endeavour to throw in the way, or perish 
in the attempt; and that if the privates should entertain any 
$\1SPICION that the gentlemen and ofticers who had yet ROTEes, 


-N 
Should seek for their own safety by flight, and leave every 
man (except the general and major-general) to pistol his own 
 horse at the head of them; which being agreed on, and se- 
_ crecy enjoined, eyery one receiving his orders according to 
_ his duty of the undertaking, the council broke up, and every 
man betook himself, with the utmost of his endeavours, to 
make preparation for the intended expedition at night, 
The enemy had this day planted four great pieces of bat- 
| tering cannon against Berry-fields, and fired about 140 shot | 
1n the forenoon, against the old wall, but did very little hurt, 
only beat off the tops of two old ruined towers upon it, and 
killed three men. | | 
— "This served as a fit alarm for callin 4 the soldiers to the line, 
where they might, unexpectedly, be' in readiness ior the in- 
tended sally at night, without bag or baggage, it being con- 
cluded to leave the same behind; knowing that if they gained 
the hoped-for victory they could command them again, and 
the enemy's also; and if they failed, they Should have no need : 
_ of them. 
This, no doubt, would have been devperate enterprize; | 
| and had it proceeded to action, it might in all probability 
have been attended with victory, and turned not only to li- | 
berty, but (as they deemed it) the freedom and peace of the 
whole kingdom; as it happened in Paris, when the Duke of 
_ Burbon being besieged, and $0 distressed, that his soldiers 
_ called out to him to Yield rather than to starve, male a re- 
_ Solute sally upon the French army, destroyed the whole body 
; and took the king prisoner, 
All things being got in readiness before night came on, and 
the ammunition and scaling ladders brought to a particular 
| place, ready to be carried to the line; some time before night, 
| there were some officers who alledged many arguments, that 
1t would certainly be better to defer it till the next night, be- 
_ cause, they pretended, that they should then be in a far better 
condition for the work; at whose intercession it was put off, 
_ And that night a mutinous spirit was insinuated into some _ 
of the Soldiers, that the officers and gentlemen were resolved, 
_ the ensuing night, or very suddenly, to break away through - 
_ the leaguer, and leave them to shift for themselyes; which 
spark rose to such a flame, as proved a presaging comet to. 
Succeeding ruin; and those soldiers 80 remarkable for their 
loyalty before, now gave "ow b to that courageous spirit that 
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hd: guided their actions in obedience; and poisoning their 


deere brains, hurried them inta a frenzy of desperate mu- 


tiny round the line; $0 high was the mutiny grown before 


_ day-light, that it was rather likely to end in immediate ruin 


of themselves and officers, than a pacification ; as the enemy 


| Never wanted their incendiaries to aggravate and encourage 


any mischief which might post forward destruction, being as- : 
_ sured that it would not only add fire to this contention, but 
give the enemy notice thereof, that they might. make the best 


_ use of it. 


Notwithstanding all Ra RRC to paciſy id allay "x 2 
 mutiny, it proceeded SO far that the men left their guards, and 


/ 


 as8embled in crouds about the line,, who at last, while the 


council of war was sitting, selected from among themselves 
about thirty persons, whom they sent to the council, demand- 


ing to know what their intentions were, saying, - 


\*f That if they would not make and offer conditions for nw. and Ar | 


6 as they should like, they would article for themselves over the line, and 


leave their officers to provide —— as "_ understeod their Ars 


b would have done by them.” 


This put the council of war into great. dicarder and Ee; 
 fusion, the soldiers, till then, never having before acted un- 


like the most gallant fellows that ever defended a town ; and 


| had guffered the greatest inconveniencies that ever men did, 


' with an extraordinary cheerfulness, never Shewing the least 


discontent at.any orders which were given. 


The persons atoresaid, on coming to the house where the v2 


council sat, sent in two men, whom they supposed to be able 
 s8peakers, and on being called up, Lord Norwich assured them 
_ of the falsity of their allegation; to confirm which, he also 


gave. them a true account and understanding of the design, EY 


_ After which, his.lordship made the following declaration : 
6 That the Argh, and gentlemen cancerned in'the engagement, . were 


So far from deserting the private soldiers, or Seeking for or desiring any 


benefit or adyantage . which should be confined to themsetves only, ex- 
clusive af the said setdiers; that on the contrary, t!.ey were fully resol ve 


to become a prey, and Submit to the mercy of their enemies; nay, throw 


| themselvcs into? the greitest inconveniencies and hardships which the 


cruelty cf a bloody and merciless enemy could oppress them with, sooner 


than uot free the inferior $oldiery . from suffering ; and that it was thei 
-sincere desire to deliver themselves up prisoners to the enemy, if there» 
by they could purchase them an honourable liberty ; for which PuFpose, 
commissioned gentlemen were now treating with Lord Fairfax,” 
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To: which declaration. the men returned this answer, 


« That they desired not any liberty which Should be SIGH at 50 dear 


A price.” 
The abCacs biing pacified and diemicabd,; it was a 
to end. a gentleman from the council then sitting, to treat 
with the enemy for conditions, being frustrated of all hopes 


of longer subsistance or security, or a posstbility of attempt-. 


ing any further design. 


About this time Lord F airfax oiforcll Lord Capel!'s Son in 
exchatſge for one of the committee-men, who was a prisoner 


in the town ; but the loyal gentlemen refused it, and Lord 


_ Capell' in particular wrote word to General F airfax, that it 


was inhuman to surprise his s0n, who was not in arms, and 


_ afterwards offer him to insult the affection of a father: how- - 
- ever, /he might murder his son if he thought proper s0 to do, 
and he would leave his blood to be reven ved as Heaven should ; 
_ RS 
"The enemy also cordijtatined that the Mins $hot poleghed | 
bullets amongst them, and 'sent two affidavits, which had 


been made by two deserters, who swore that it was done by 


| the direction of Lord Norwich; but the officers in the town 
replied, that the deserters were perjured in running from 
their colours, and therefore not to be regarded, having fired 


rough-cast bullets only, which could not t be avoided i in their 
- condition. = 
_ Aﬀeer this, Colonel Sariuel Toke was s dispatched with full 
power to accept of any conditions he could obtain, and to 
conclude before he came back, who did not return till late in 


the evening, yet time enough to let them know the sad con- 


clusion they wepe like to have; as General Fairfax (at the 
instigation of his council of war) had fallen from rhose con- 
ditions which formerly he offered, and now began to insult 


over their miseries, and the best conditions that could be ob- 
tained, were to deliver themselves up, the Soldiers prisoners _ 
of war, with all officers, under captains and gentlemen, to _ 
submit to mercy; and that they should release the committee-_ 
men, who were prisoners, the next morning, if they EEDEntgs 


any favour. 


Next morning, Sunday, August 27, the-council of war met 


again, and this account being given in, there was no refuge 


or remedy left, nor any thing to trust to, but what conditions 
the enemy would give; the committee was therefore imme- | 


* 
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| diately dioputchiv and Colonel Pitke; with five other officers, 


sent out again.to the enemy, to\confirm' and-sign'the articles 


for Surrender, and the 1nanner of:delivery; who returned to- 
wards evening, and-brought with them the following atticles, 


Signed by the commissioners on bow ns Yong were tou ; 


in. execution the next morning. ' 3-7 . 


1. THAT all the horſes belonging to the officers, coldiers, an gol 


men engaged at Colchester, with Saddles: and bridles to them, shall be 

| brought into St. Mary's church-yard, by, .jne O clock to-morcow. morning, 
and the spare saddles and bridles into the church, and delivered without 
| wilful $poil to such as the lord general Shall appoint. to take charge of them. 


2. That all the arms, colours, and drums, belonging to any. person in 
C. Ichester above-mentioned, Should be brought into St. James': s. church 


| by. ten o'clock to-morrow morning, and delivered without wilful spoil or | 
| embezziement to such a as 5 the lord gengral 5ball nd to take charge - 


of them. | | 
3; That all private whe and oem aider captaing; chall be drown 


x together into the Fryar's yard, adjoining ta East-gate, by ten.o'clock to- 
 morrow morning, with their cloaths and baggage; their persons to Sur- 
| render into the custgdy of such as the aid. general Shall appoint. to take 
” charge of them, and- that they Shall have fair quarters. - - 


4+ That the lords, and all captains and superior officers, and i 
of distinction, engaged at Colchester, shall be drawn together to the King's- 


| head, with their cloaths, &c. by eleven o'clock to-morrow morning, and 
| there Submit themselves to the mercy: of, the lord general, into the hands 


of such as he $hall appoint ta take charge of them; and that a list of the 
names of all the general and field officers, now. in command in the tOWNy | 


| be sent out to the lord general, by nine (0 'clock j in the morning. 


'$, That all the guards within the town of Colchester, $hall be with- 


| drawn from the line, forts, and other. places, by eight o'clock to-morrow 


morning, and Such as the lord * Shall La daaaa Shall c come in their 


| room. | 


6. That all the amraunitiort $ha'l be preserved where it lies, to be 


| Ze rage to his excellency's train by ten o'clock to-morrow morning; 
_ and the waggons, the property of the soldiers or persons concerned, with _ 
| the harness, shall be brought to Some.  convenzent. place near the ammu- _ 


nition, to be delivered as above. . 
7. Thit the sick and wounded in the town ho ator kept and TS PEP : 

for, with every thing requisite for men in their condition, and not be 

removed thence until they be recovered, and have such SUrgeons allowed 


| them 2s are in town. 


— 6 


_ 8. Fhat the ordnance in the town, with their , appurtenances, shall, 


without wilful spoil, | be left: in the platforms and places where th-y are 
now planted, ;and to be delivered to Des TOEOELY” $ Sp who $shall as 


”—_ care of those places respectively. 


That ſrom henceforth. there hall be a canation of arms on both 
Rd but the forces within the town to Keep their own guards, and the 
lord general to keep theirs — _ Shall be REGeey FIERY to the | 


foregoing articles. 


At the surrender FA was "WO one barrel: and a half of | 
powder left;”: many great shot remained in Lord Capell's_ 
quarters, which the enemy had fired into the town, and the 


_ s0ldiers gathering up, 'sold to him for SIX-Pence a bullet. _ 
Articles of :surrender were no $ooner signed, but many 


| horses were taken forcibly out of the stables by the coldiers ty 
of the leaguer, who flocked into the town before the gates 
were opened, contrary to the articles, and plundered very | 


thing they could lay their hands on. 


And now began the last scene of this wagedy; the lords 


and gentlemen, according to the articles, met at the King's- 


Head, and the rest of the army at their appointed places, and 


all things: were ordered according to conditions; about two 


o'clock Lord Fairfax entered the town, and rode round to 
view the line and shew himself in triumph to_ the inferior 
 s0ldiers, but came not/near the lords; on surveying the. town, 
| he found a just cause for admiration, and wondered how it _ 
was possible it could be maintained $0 long against him, whose 


very name, as he thought, was enough to conquer. _ 
He then went to his quarters in the town, where a council 


of war immediately met, according to his appointment, and 
| then sent Colonel Ewers to the King's-head, to visit, as it 
was thought, the lords and gentlemen, but he broughta Sen- _ 
tence of death in his heart, though not immediately in his 


mouth, which easily discovered itself in his death-like coun- 


tenance; and coming up into the chamber, saluted the lords, 
and came to Sir Charles Lucas, and with a sighting gesture, 
told him the general desired to speak to him at the council 
_ of war, with Sir George Lisle, Sir Bernard Gasquoine and 


Colonel Farre, the latter of whom was not there; upon 
which, Sir Charles Lucas, as presaging what indeed afterwards 
ſollowed, took his ;olemn leave of the lords and the rest of 
_ his fellow pPrisoners near him, calling to Sir George Lisle and 
Sr Berrrard Gasquoine, who went with him, leaving the rest 
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the convicted to the court or bar. 
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of the gentlemen with sympathizing souls sighing prayers for 
_ them, as they might. well imagine-the fate awaiting them, 
The lords and gentlemen sat thus expostulating'\with their 
_ discontents, still revolving in -their distracted minds what 
would be the event; about an hour after which, a messenger 
arrived from Sir Charles Lucas, desiring that achaplain might 
| be immediately sent to him; this struck a dead sorrow in the 
hearts of all. And the lords (desiring that no man might be- 
a particular sufferer in 80 general a cause} called up captain 
. Cannon, an officer of the parhament's, and entreated him: to 


hasten to the council of war, and desire them, in behalf of 
the prisoners, that they would notmake those gentlemen; they - 
had taken from them, any greater-snfferers than they intended 


all; who being all equally concerned in all transactions, it 


was but just for all to sharealike in sufftering, more especially 


' as it was their particular desire s0 to be used. But all could 


take no effect on them, having passed sentence without calling. 


General Fairfax, with his council of war, were then sitting 


in the town-hall, and the worthy, though unfortunate 
| knights, locked up inan apartment belonging tothe same, with 


a strong guard placed at the door. After a short debate in_ 


_ the council, the prisoners were ordered to be brought forth; _ 
which being done, they were told: by the said council, _ 


© That after $0 long and obstinate a defence, it was highly necessary, | 


; for the example of others, that some military justice should be executed; 
_ therefore the council hath' determined, that they, Sir Charles Lucas and 
Sir George Lisle, should be immediately shot.” NTT cn 


The condemned, though not convicted knights, were then 
immediately conducted to thecastle; s0on after which, Colonel 


 lreton coming to them, said, **'Fhey must prepare themselves 
for death; for the sentence which had been passed, was to 
| be executed upon them directly.'* Sir Charles Lucas asked 


| him, © By what law they were to die; or whether by an 
ordinance of parliament, by the council of war, or by com- 
_ mand of the general?” 'To which Ireton returned for answer, 


«© That it was by vote of the council of war, according to an | 
order of parliament; by which order, all that were found in. 


bd 


arms, were to be proceeded against as traitors.” 


Sir Charles Lucas then replied, ** Alas, you deceive your- _ 


selves! me you cannot; we are conqured—and must be 


what you please to make us.””, Which-words he expressed 


—_— 
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with a countenance as cheerſul as one > going to a banquet, 
rather than death, not shewing the least' symptom of tear ; | 
but as it were scorning death as much as he did the instru- 
ments who pronounced his sentence. He then desired time 
_ till the next morning, in order to settle some things in this 
' world, and to fit.and prepare his 8oul for another; but that. 
Tequest being denied him, he went on again as follows: 
_ - -'** Six; do- not think'I make this request out of any desire I 
| have to live, or escape the death you have sentenced me to, 
for I scorn to ask life at your hand; but that I might have 
_ time to make some addresses to God above, and settle some 
things below, that I might not be hurried out of this world 
with all my sins avout me;—but since your charity will not 
grant it, I must submit to the mercy of God, whose holy will 
_ bedone. —Doyour worst—I shallsoon be ready for execution.” . 
Sir George Lisle said very little, only in like manner, de- 
sired a little respite, that he might have time to write to his 
father and mother, but was also denied. that favour. 
Colonel Ireton then took leave of the prisoners, and as an 
antidote for the poison intended them, they went to prayers; 
_ and their devotion was scarce ended, before they were hur- 
 riedout of the castle, and conducted to a green spot of ground 
on the north side of the same, a few paces from the wall, 
where they were received by three ble of musqueteers who 7 
were to dispatch them. 
At the place of execution those two Englioh: worthies were 
met by Colonels Ireton, Rainsborow, and Whaley, who 
were appointed to be actors, as well as spectators, in this in- 
human tragedy, who found the loyal gentlemen ready to be 
_ 8acrificed, appearing with as undaunted a resolution to receive 
their death wound, as they had often hefore dared it in the 
_ field of battle, where the boldest rebel never gained the least : 
| trophy of honour, by questioning their rallantry. th 2 
Sir Charles Lucas was fixed upon to be the first to be chot, 7 
_ and on veing placed for that purpose, said, © | have often 
- looked death in the face in the field of battle, and you Shall 
now ee ] dare die.” 
Fee again fell upon his knees, i in a which posture he remained 
a few minutes, and then rising, with a cheerſul countenance, 
opened his doublet, and Shewed them his breast, and placing 
his hands by his ide, called out to his executioners, ** See, 
TI am ready for you, and now rebels do your. worst.” 
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At the pronouncing ih aid RIF they fired at PRI: = he 
wounding him in several parts of the body, he fell wi ithout 


_ speaking a word more. 


During the execution of Sir Charles Lucas, his friend and. 


fellow-sufferer, Sir George Lisle, was conveyed a short dis- | 
- tance off, that he might not see him fall; which being over, 
| he was brought to the same place, for the conclusive part of 
_ this bloody scene to be performed. Sir George, on viewing 
the dead body of his friend, (which then lay bleeding on the 
- ground) kneeled down and kissed it, uttering a funeral elegy ; 
| In praise of the extraordinary parts of the deceased. - 


"Chen 5standing up, he took out of his pocket five pieces of - 


gold, all the money he had about him, cne he gave to be dis- 
_ tributed amongst his executioners, and the other four toa 
_ Person who stood near him, who had some years before been 


his servant. He desired the said person to deliver the money 


_ to his friends in London as his last legacy ; concluding with 


some filial expressions of duty to his father and ONT, and - 


recommendations to some particular friends. 


He then turned to the spectators and said as Gllows: 
«© Oh! How many of your lives, who are now prezent here, have I 


_ _ Saved in hot blood, and must now myself be most barbarously murdered | 
in cold! But what wicked act dare they not do, who would willingly _ 
cut the throat of my dear king, whom they have already imprisoned : for _ 


whovse deliverance and the peace of this miserable and unhappy nations I 
Shall dedicate these my last prayers to heaven.” | 


Sir George then looking those who were to execute. him in 


the face, and thinking that they stood at too great a distance 
' to do their work completely, desired them to come nearer to 


him; to which one of them answered, <** Ill warrant ye, sir, 
'* Upon which, Sir George, smiling, Said, ah *1 | 


He then kneeled down to prayers some minutes, and aſter 


_ uttering many invocations in the name of Jesus Christ, rose 


up, and said, «I am now ready; traitors, do your worst.” Which 


words were hardly out of his mouth, beſore they fired at him, 
and 50me of the $hot going through his body, he dropped and 
expired. | 


'The Lad bodies of those cantlemen were conveyed to St. 


 Giles's church in Colchesters and both interred in a vault in 
_ the north aisle, belonging to the noble family of the Lucas's; 
over whose bodies (after the restoration of king Charles Il.) 
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a largeflat marble stone was laid at the expence of Lord Laces, 


brother to the deceased Sir Charles Lucas, with the OT 
inscription thereon, cut in letters very deep and large,''to 
Over the ma _ out, if nn by timeor SEO: . 
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- Sir Bernard Gasquoine was. also ordered to be shot- at the 
_ saine: times; and in the game! place where Sir Charles Lucas 
_ and Sir;George Lisle suffered,; having received his sentenge 
fromthe council of war, but, being a gentleman of Florence, 
and having served the king in the war, afterwards remained 
in London till the adventureof Colchester, and then accom- _ 
panied his friends thither: on being brought to the place of 
_ execution, asking, irgbroken al $120 lor pet), ink, and paper, 
that he might "write a letter to' & ortrdgt the great Duke, 
| that his highness might know in what manner he lost his life, 
_ and that his heirs might possessHivestate; the officer] attending 
_ the execution, thought fit to acquainr'the general and coun- 
cil, withoutwhick he durst not allow bimipen and ink, which 
| he thought he, might reasonably demand; but when they 
were informed of it, they thought it a matter worthy some 


_ consideration, as they had chosen him out of the list only for 


his quality,-e@nteiving him to be/af\ Epglish gentleman; and 
' Preferred him for being a knight, that they might sacrifice 
| three of that rank. EG 
After a consultation, Sir Bernard was ordered tobe brought 
back, and kept hrs the prisoners, _ of the council being 
of opinion, that if they took away-theJife of a;foreigner, who 
: ecred 6H be oeteon ofguality. My He ks bee who 
'$should visit Italy, might pay dear for many generations. _ 
The twp: wanthy! knights: thus murdered, were: 1nen of 
' great name and esteem in the war; the one being held as 
good a commanderof: horse,” and the 6ther of foot, as the 
_ nation had. Fa FD 
Sir Charles Lucas, was the younger brother of Lord Lucas, 
and his heir both to title and estate, and had a present fortune 
of his own. He had been bred in the low countries, under 
_ the Prince of Orange, atid always amongst the horse. He 
was brave in his person, and in a day of battle, a gallant man 
| Sir George Lisle was a gentleman of liberai education equal 
with the other;. and-at-the same tne, an officer of foot; had 


a similar courage, and led his men to battle with such an 
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 alacrity, that no mau,was ever better followed, his soldiers_ 
' Never forsaking him ; and the party he commanded, never left 
any thing undone which he led them upon; but then, to his 
fierceness of courage, he had the softest and most gentle nature 

imaginable; kind to all, and beloved by every one; without 
a capacity to have an enemy. 
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-This bloody macrifice being: ended; Fairfax, with the chief. 
officers went to visit the prisoners; and the: general (who 
—_-was ant indifferent orator on: the most plausible occasions) 
_ applied with his civility to the Earl of Norwich, and Lord 


_ Capel, seeming, in some degree, to excuse the having done, 


| he aid, © the.military justice-required;- that the lives of the 
rest were safe, and that they should be well treated, and dis- 


posed of as-the parliament should direct.” 
Lord Capell-bad not so soon digested this s0 late barbarous 


L proceeding, as to receive a vislt from those who caused it, 
with such a return as his condition might have prompted to. 
"him; but said; £5 That the general should have received their 


| thanks, if he had saved the lives of those brave knights who 


had. been executed, and which they valued more than their 
_ own; 'that,as: they were equally concerned, and acted alike 
in the engagement of the whole affair, they zhould have shared 
_ one fate; therefore, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and the officers, 
- would do.well to: finish their work, by OORUNY the Same 


_ rigour on the rest.”? 


Lhis reply was very Headiging to Fairfax and the other | 
officers; Treton in particular seemed under much discontent = 


| | thereat; and several sharp and bitter expressions passed ,be- 


Lween Ireton and his lordship, : which cost his yardship his life 


a few months after. 


" The lords, and : OMe, other gentlemen, were then dawn 
out, and conducted to Mr. Warren's house, opposite the 
King” s-head ; before which time, the lords and gentlemen ' 
'were all kept i in one room, This being done, Sir 'Thomas 
| Fairfax gave parliament an account of his proceedings, ina. 


letter to the Earl of Manchester, the day after the surrender 


of the town, of which the ONoWI_g! IS an exact COPY as a 


by authority. 


To the _ Henourable the Earl of whackagat; Speaker of the Ho- 


nourable House of Peers. "(Hl 
My Lani fb : 


I «1 HAVE herewith sent' you | 'the articles; upon which it hath olekoza 

God, in his best time, to deliver the town of Colchester, and the enemy : 
therein, into your hands without further bloodshed, seeing that for some 
_ $atisfaction to military justife, and in part of avenge for the innocent blood | 


_ they have cansed to bo spilt, and the trouble, damage, and mischief they 
| have brought upon the town, this country, and the kingdom, I haye, with 


@ 


the advice of a council of wary of the: chief officers, both of the country 


| forces and the army, ordered two of them, who were rendered at merey, 

| fo be shot, befors any of them had quarter agzured ther. The! persons 
_ pitch+dupon forthisexample, were Sir Charles Lucas, and Sir George Lisle; 
jn whose military execution, I hope your lordships will 'not find cauge to 

- think your honour or justice prejudiced. As for Lord' Goring, Lord 
Capell, and the rest of the prigoners rendered to mercy, and now assured 


.of quarter, of whose names I have sent your lordships a particular list, I 


| do hereby render to the parliament. s judgment for: further public justice | 
and mercy, to be used as you $hall see cause. ' I deire God may have 


the glory of his multiplied mercies towards you and the kingdom, at this 


kind, and in the condition of instruments as to the gervice here, the ; 


officers and soldiers of Exxex and Suffolk, (who in this time of 's0-danger- 


' ous defection, have adhered  constantly to yours and the kingdom's 


 interest) for their faithful demeanour and patient cqauranee'l in the hard- | 
| Oe ny this FINGER not. to be forgotten. 


FIR © TRUE mf 3 oO TOE! BY | 31967 5 % 
4d FEE: '* Most humble servant, 
cc Hythe, Aug. 29, 1648. p og aL FAIRFAX.” 


| List of the prisoners who delivered thamselves up. on os Surrender of | 


+4) 


\_ Colchester, Avugust 28, 1648. TH wal 

| COMMANDER IN CHIEF — The Earl of Norwich Wa 
"LORDS and ' GENTLEMEN—Lord Capell, Lord La ge & E- 

Bernard Gasquoine, Sir Abr. Shipman,. Sir John Watts, Sir Lodowick 

Dyer, Sir Renry Appleton, Sir Dennard Str utt, Sir . Hugh Oriley, Sir | 

Rich. Mauly verer. 


COLONELS—Sir Williach TA? PUP Gilbourne, Fixr ey "Hammond, - 


: Chexter, Till, Heath, Tuke, Ayloffe, Sawyer. 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL A PoPev Lancaster, Gough, Powell, - 


"Ashton, Bagley, Wiseman, Smith. 


MAJORS— Aescott, Smith, Ar mstr 00g, War a, Bayley, Neale, Scar- 


mooeh Blyncot, Glennings. 


_ CAPTAINS—Sir, Charles ans 4 Sir George Lisle, Wicks, Pits, Bully, | 


| | Bur ge, Barthope, Linsey, Myldmay, Osbaldiston, Estwick, Lovell, Cooper, 
| Blunt, Snellgraye, Dynors, Duften, Goring, Ward, Busbey, Pain, Hemor, 


Smith, Kenington, Heath, Newton, Bayley, Stephens, Yorker "Any White. 
MASTER-GENERAL— Edward Gogdyeare. 


 COMMISSARY-GENERAL —Trouley. _ 
MASTER of the ORDNANCE —Francis 7 We lax 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL— Matthew Carter. 
W AGG ON MASTER-GE N ERAL—Graviston, 


FR £ 


_ SERVANTS Eg the lords and gentlemen............65 
ILOTERIANES 454.455 vo vieduoCooverdicenic ceo 72 
| ENMENIAS DORUBTS17< /30o5 e558 crodd deere nh - 
SERGEANTS.......ooeeooeo+00v0oooooeo>eeoo. 183 
| RANK and FILE... coooeoonoenpenn noone eee o5067 


CORTE 


TOTAL (including the lords, gentlemen, &c, Jo-+ «0 .3530 + 


The Rev. Mr. Spragg, who was chaplain to Sir 'T homas 
Fairfax, nnd wrote Anglia Rediviva; or 'The Couduet of the 
Parliament Army under F airfax, gives the following character 


of Sir Charles Lucas. _ 
__* He was an active enemy had good eolidier_- When 
vernor of Berkley Castle, and sunamoned to surrender, he 


_ returned this ans\ver, I will eat borse-flesh before I will vield; 
and when that 1s done, man's flesh. He was a Soldier of _ 


reputation and valour.”* 
__ And he accordingly proved. very successful in the dike 
_ of that castle, and surrendered to Colonel Rainsboro: wv upon 
_ honourable terms, after a storm. 


He did great execution with part of his regiment, bareint: 


BE Slymbridge and Baverston Castle, upon Colonel Massey” us 
_ garrisOn... 


_ He albso forced his way "through the rebels quarters at : 
| Cawood Castle, in the most valiant and courageous manner, 
_ insomuch that his name ever afterwards became a terror to 


nis enemies. 


His gallant behaviour-at | Marlatons Moor will likewise 
never be forgotten, where he gave the great General Fairfax 


$0 fatal a blow, that he could never forgive him; and for 


— which stroke, in revenge, it is thought, he took away his life 


at Colchester, having often been heard to threaten him. 


"The brave deportment and admirable behaviour of Sir 


| Georye Lisle, in like manner, will ever redound to his lasting 
honour: he behaved with Arne: valour and Tegolution. at 
Bramdeane Heath. 


_ His incomparabie gallantry betwixt Newbury and Spline, 


will never be forgotten ; an account whereot 1s here inserted, 


as taken from an impartial and sincere hand. 


« As for Colonel Lisle (says he) we want language to expr 85 his car= 


riage; for he did all things with as much judgment, cheerfulness, and 


expedition, as had a particular influence on every comman $oldjer, taking 


the utmost care of all excepting himself; in short, he gave the rebels 
; three most gallant charges; the first, for the Crown; the second, for 
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- Prince Charles; and the third, for the Duke of York; which proved a 
_finishing Stroke, for he charged them $so home, that those who were not 
- Killed, ran away, and neyer faced' him more; nay, he declared, that had 


they stood his attacks, he intended to have charged in the name of all | 
the king's children, till he had not left one rebel alive 1 in the field to fight = 


against the crown, or the royal progeny. 


et. which engagement Sir George had no armour on, besides cou- 
rages LY good cause, and a Holland shirt; for as he seldom wore defensive 


_ arms, $v he now pulled off his duff-doublet, intending thereby to animate - 
his men; andas it was dark when the battle commenced, they might the 


' EASIEC discern him, from whom they were to receive direction and : : 
| courage.” | 


" But ti to return: on pn F airfax s letter i in ; hes house «f 


. commons, a _rcesolute gentleman rose, and said, 


__ « Mr. Speaker, I kndw, notwithstanding what 1s otherwise pretended by 


In this letter, that neither the town of Colchester, nor county of Essex, 
desired any severity to be used towards those gentlemen, nor are they _ 
_ satisfied therewith; and therefore, I suppose, the protnice. of. Justice, | 
mentioned in Fairfax's letter, was wholly an act of revenge.” 


To which no reply was made, but trowns and foul looks, : 


implying their disgust. - 


Another gentleman also Stood uP, and was bold enough TT 


to 5ay, 


«Tam of opinion, that the executing. these two gentlemen, was done 


. on. purpose to put an affrvat upon the _— and to grieve and CXaS- | 
_ perate his majesty-.” 


But lest honesty chould crow too denkdent and thereby 
be encouraged to speak what they were unwilling to hear, a 


_ debate was resumed, which way to dispose of, and proceed 
against, those lords and others rendered to the mercy of the 


parliament; after which, proper instructions were dispatched 


to Fairfax, who had not been idle all this time, for he no 
- s00nNer sent the letter to parliament, than he laid a fine of 


13,0001. on the inhabitants of Colchester, whith wich SUM | 


0 'proposed to pay the army. 


The general then distributed the officers to every. regiment, 
a certain n umber of gentlemen who were prisoners, as slaves 


to the gallies, to ransom themselves, and most of them after- 
_ wards purchased their liberties, by giving as much as they 
were able for the same, and returned home; in like manner 


they disposed ol the greatest part, ExCEPUng those who bore 
a principal command. 


CY 


"The private :oldiers and inferior officers were drawn from 


the line, and shut up in churches, where they immediately 
placed guards over them, and gave free liberty to their foot 


Soldiers to go and pillage them; so that in a very short time 
there were very few or none left with any cloaths on them, 


__ and hardly shirts; and having thus stripped them, they march- 


ed them away on a day, when it rained violently, and cou- 


ducted them from place to place in the country, lodging them 


in churches and suchylaces, till many of them were 5tarved, 


_ and divers, who could not march by reason of their ſaintness, 


_ they pistolled in the highways, and some they sold to be 
= transported into foreign countries, from their WwIVYes and 
| children. 


_ Prodigious numbers were also coveyed to sever al prisons, 


_ as far distant from their homes as they could contrive:; SONNe | 


_ to Windsor, others to Oxford, Lynn, 1 in Norfolk, Warwick, 
Pendennis, St. Michael's Mount, in Cornwall, Arundel 


Castle, in Sussex, Gloucester, Hereford, Cardift, in Glamor- "i 


ganshire, and other places. 


Lord Capell and the Earl of Notwich were S00N aſter re- 


moved to Windsor Castle, where they were kept prisoners 


_ till the 7th of March following, and then brought to a trial 
In the Painted Chamber, in Westminster Hall, where the 
— Earl of Norwich behaved with great cubinieion to the court, 
_ and with all those addresses as were most like to reconcile 
his judges to him, and to prevail over their affections; he 


spoke of his being bred up in the court from his cradle in the 


time of queen Elizabeth; of his having been a servant to king. 
James all his reign; of his dependance on prince Henry, after- 
wards upon the late king; of his obligations to the crown, 
and his endeavours to serve it; and concluded as a man that 


would be beholden” to them if they would give him leave to 
live... 
But Lord Capell red undaunted, and utterly refused 
_ to submit to their jurisdiction, declating, *« 'That in the con- 


_ dition and capacity of a soldier and prisoner of war, the law- 
| yers and gownsmen had nothing to do with him, and there- 


| forehe would notanswer any thing they had said against him; ?? 


but insisted upon the law of nations, which exempted all - 
 prisoners, though Submitting to mercy, from death, if it was 
not inflicted within so many days, which were long since 

_ expired. He urged {| the + declaration which Fairfax, the general, 


K 
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made to him and the rest of the prisoners, after the death 

of Sir Charles "Lucas and Sir George Lisle, that no other of 
. their lives should be in danger, which he had witnesses ready 

to prove, if they wn pr be admitted; and concluded, *Fhat 


If he had committed any offence worthy of death, he might 
be tried by his peers; which was his right by the laws of the 
land, the benefit whereof he required.”” Ireton, who was 
present, and sat as one of the judges, denied that the general _ 
had made any such promise; and if he had, that the parlia- _ 
__ ment's authority could not be restrained thereby ; and put 
him in mind of his carriage at that time, and how much he_ 

_ rejected the general's civility. The other insisted stil] on the 
 promise, and urged, that the general might be'sent for and 
examined; which they knew not how to deny ; but in regard 
_ of the indisposition of his health; they said they would send _ 
to him, and nocootingdy tid. Eo i nin od ly ona 
But whether the question was well stated to Fairfax, or _ 
what was said to him to dissuade him from owning his de- 
_ claration and promise, he boggled so much in. his answer, 


= that they would be of opinion, that he had not made such 
{4 direct and positive promise; and that the same was never 
= transmitted to the pacliament, which it ought to have been; 


and that at most it could but exempt those prisoners from. 
being tried before a court or council of war, and could not 
| be understoo{d as an obligation upon the parliament, not to 
give directions to such a legal proceeding against him, as they . 
__ s$hould find necessary for the peace and safety of the kingdom, 
_ Fresident Bradshaw also told Lord Capell, © That he was 
__ tried by judges which the parliament thonght fit to assign him, 
who had judged a better man than himselt.'* The sentence_ 
_ was accordingly pronounced » That he $should lose his head. 
— Theprisoner was therefore conducted to St. James's, where 
he was to remain till his execution, being two days after; 
_ during that short period, his friends and relations used every _ 
_ endeavour topreserve his life, by the authority of parliament, 
Where there were many sitting who had not sat in judgment 
_ upon him, offering money to those who were willing to 
'Teceive it, and made promises accordingly, But those who 
| had the greatest credit were inexorable; yet dealt more ho- 
__norable than the rest, by declaring, to those who solicited for. 
him, that they would not endeavour to do him service. Ireton 
told them, If he had credit, Lord Capell should die. Others, who 
vave better words, had the same meaning. bo 
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| The Fart of Norwich came next upon the tage, and being _ 
a man generally respected, having always lived a cheerful and 


jovial life, when the question was put concerning him, the 
house was equally divided, so that his life or death depended 
upon the single vote of the Speaker, who told the house, 
 * He had received many obligations from him ; and that once 
when he had heen liked to have incurred the king” s disptea- 


sure, by some misinſormation, which would have been penal 
to him, Lord Goring (under which stile he 'was treated, the 


_ additional of Norwich not being allowed by them upon their 
_ old rule) had, by his credit, preserved him, and removed the 


PF ejudice that was against him; and therefore he Was obliged, | 


In gratitude, to give his vote for Saving him,” 


Lord Capel], shortly after he was brought prisoner to the 


Tower from Windsor Castle, had, by a wonderful adventure, 


| having a cord and all things necessary conveyed to him, let 


himiself down out of the window of his chamber in the night, 


_ over the wall of the Tower; and had been directed through 
what part of the ditch he might best be able to wade; but had 
he not beena tall man, he must have perished in the attempt, 
as the mud and water came up to his chin. The way was 
| 80 long to the other Side, and the fatigue of drawing himselt _ 


 _ ont of 80 much mud, $0 intolerable, that his Spirits were 


 _ nearly spent, and ready to call for help, thinking it better to 

_  becarried back to prison, than to be found im such a situation, 
from whence he could not extricate himself, and ready to ex- 
. Pire. But it pleased God that he got at Jast to the other Side, 


where his friends expected him, and immediately conveyed 


him to a chamber in the Temple, where he remained two or _ 
_ three nights secure, notwithstanding the Giligence used to 


recover a man whom they designed to destroy. 


After which, a friend whom he trusted much, and = BY he ; 


os might put confidence i in, conceiving that he would be more 


_ 8ecure in a place of less resort, provided a lodging for him in 
a private house in Lambeth Marsh; and calling upon his lord- 
ship in the evening, it being dark, to go thither, they chose. 
to take any boat they found at the 'Temple-stairs, rather than 

| trust one of those people with the secret. It being rather _ 


late, there was only one boat left, in which Lord Capell (as 


well disguised as he thought necessary) and his friend put. 


themselves, and ordered the waterman to row them to Lam- 
beth; but on their PaSS28e. thither, the gentleman called him 
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my Lord, as was 5 reported; or whether the waterman bad any 
5uspicion by observing what he thought a disguise, on land- | 
ing he followed them, unperceived, till he saw into what 
house they entered, and then went to an officer, demanding 
_ what he would give him to take him to the place where Lord 


Capell lay? he answered, 101. he therefore led hin to the , | 


house, where his lordship was seized upon, and the next day 
carried to the Tower. 
In this distressed situation his wile wrote a petition to par- 
lament, which being read, many gentlemen spoke in his 
behalf, mentioning his great virtues and that he had never 
deceived them, or pretended to be of their party ; but always 
declared for the king. And Cromwell, who had known him 
very well, spoke $0 Highly of him, that every one thought he 
was now Safe, when he concluded, ** That his affection to 
the public s0 much weighed down his private friendsbip, that 
he couldnot but tell them, that the question was now, Whether 
they would preserve the most bitter and implacable enemy 
they had? "That he knew Lord Capell very well, and knew 
that he would be the last man'in England who would forsake _ 
the royal interest; that he had great courage, industry, and 
venerosity ; that he bad many friends who would alyyays ad- 
here to him; and that as long as he lived, what condition 

Soever he was in, he would be a thorn in their sides; and - 

_ therefore, for the good of the common-wealth, he would give 
his vote against the petition, '? 

Lord Capell finding that all the intercesssion kis friends 
had made were to no purpose, and the time of his sufftering | 
| near at hand, he wrote two letters to his disconsolate lady, 
(the first the day before, and the ner on the be of his e ex= 

ecution} as follows: _ | 

| KMy D=zAREST Lirr, | 

« My greatest care in relation to the world, is for thy dear Self, Put, : 

1 beseech thee, that as thou hast never refused my advice hitherto, do 
| thou now consummate all in this one; and indeed it is s0 important both _ 

_ to thee, me, and our children, that I presume passion shall not over-rule 

" thy reason, and my request, [I beseech thee, again and again, to mo- 
derate thy apprehension and sorrow for me, and thereby preserve thy- 

elf to the benefit of our dear children, whom God of his love in Christ | 

_ Jesvis hath given us; and our dear Molly (in the case she is in) and our 

comforts in that family, depend entirely upon thy preservation. 1 pray 

remember, that the occasion of my death, will give thee more cause to 
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celebrate my ' memory with praise, rather than to consider it with sad- 
 ness- God had commanded my obedience to the fifth commandment, 
_ and for acting that duty I'am condemned. I $hall leave thee my children, . 
in them to live with thee; and leave thee to the TOs of a most 
_ gracious. God. And I rest, s: oy 
c « Thy, Jain "husbands &c.. 


Me Hecandy Lure, | 
« My eternal life is in Christ Jesus; my wor ality consideration in the 
| highest degree, thou hast deserved. Let me live long here in thy dear 
memory, to the comfort of my family, our dear children, whom God | 
out of mercy in Christ hath bestowed on us. I beseech thee take care | 
of thy health; sorrow not unsoberly, unusually, God be unto thee better 
_ than an husband, and to my childr ezbetter than a father. Iam sure he 
| is able to be $0; I am confident, he is graciously pleated to'be s0. God 
| be with thee, my most virtuous wife : God wt many comforts to 
thee and my children, is the fervent prayer of _ 


_ Thy dearest husband, &ce 


On. held altos, he waited hog Waeitmliner Hall, 
<aluting sueb of his friends and acquaintance as he saw, with - 
- a. serene countenance, accompanied by his friend Dr. Morley, 
who had been with him from the time of his sentence; but at 
\ the foot of the scaffold, the soldiers stopping the doctor, his 
 lordship. took leave of him, and embracing him, said, ** He 
should go no further; ** having some apprehension that he 
might receive: affront after his death. On his lordship's as- 
cending the scatfold, he looked very vigorously about, and 
asked, WV hether other lords spoke to the people with their 
hats. on??? and being told that they were all bare; he then, 
with a clear and $trong voice, said, ** That he was brought 
 thither to die, for doing that which he could not repent 0 of: 4 
and enlargedin commending the great virtue and piety of the 
_ king, who they had put to death, and prayed to God to 
| forgive the nation that innocent blood. Then recommended 
to them prince Charles; who, he told them, © was their true 
and lawful sovereign, and worthy to be s0; that he was aprince 
of great understanding, of an excellent nature, of great cou- 
Traze, an entire lover of justice, and of exem plary piety : - and 
advised them to zubmit to his government, as the onty means _ 


to preserve themselves, their PoSterity's.” and: the protestant 
religions.” 


> 
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Having shewn the honour and integrity he had for his 
royal master and son, he desired that he might have time to 


_ prepare himself for the other world; saying, ** He suffered, as 
many others had done before him, in defence of a royal mar- 
_ tyr, whose virtues were inexpressible.*%--Then turning abont, 
and looking for the executioner, who had gone off the scaf- 
_ fold, asked, ** Which is the gentleman? Which is the man ??? 
 Answer was made, *©* He is coming.”* He then said, *? Stay ! 
1] must put off my doublet first, and my waistcoat.”” Phe 
- executioner being come upon the scaffold, Lord Capell said, 
__ «« O friend!.prithee come hither;'?* the executioner kneeling 
___ down, his lordship said, © I forgive thee from my soul ; and 
_ not only forgive thee, but I shall pray to God to give thee 
all grace for a better life. 'Fhere 1s five pounds for thee; as 
_ for my cloaths and other effects, if there be any thing due to 
| you on that account, you $shall be fully recompensed; but I 
_ _e&esire my body may not be stripped here, but delivered to 
my servants; and I also desire, that when I lie down, you 
would allow'me time for a particular short prayer, and when 
1 lift up my right hand you may strike the blow.” _ 
__ His lordship then addressed the spectators as follows: 


___ &«FrreNDs and CounTRYMEN —\” {© 
«© THE conchuston I made with those who sent me hither, and are the 


cause of this violent death of mine, shall be the beginning of what I shall 
 $ay to you In my last address tothem, with much sincerity I told them, 
that I would pray to the God of all mercies, that they might be partakers 
of his inestimable and boundless mercies in Jesus Christ; and yet I con- | 
tinne that prayer; and beseech the God of Heaven to forgive the injury 


they have done me. TI sincerely declare that I am a protestant, and much 


_ 1n love with the profession of it, after the manner of its being established 
 1n England, by the 3% articles: It is a blessed religion, I never knew any 
'$0 good. I niention this to clear myself from a malicious aspersion 
Aung upon me, viz. THAT 1AM APAPIST. . I love and commend good 
_ works, but I believe they are not sufficient matters for salvation. My 
anchor-hold is, That Christ loved me, and gaye himself for me. 


© &] $hall now say 8omething to you as a citizen of the world, in which 


capacity I appear, though condemned to die, contrary to the law which 
_ governs the world; ] mean the law of the sword: I had the protection 
and honour of the sword, engaged for my life, but they have fallen from 
| those promi-es and engagements; however, I chall say no more on that 
head. You who are Englishmen, behold me, your countryman, and ag- 


knowledge a peer of the realm, not condemned to die by any of the laws 


_ of England, but (which is more strange) contrary to the laws of this 
kingdom. I am to die for maintaining the fifth commandment, enjoined 
by God himself, which commands reverence and obedience to parents: _ 
All divines, though they disagree in other articles, acknowledge that | 
 magistracy and order is here intended; and I have certainly obeyed that 
magistracy and order under wiuch I ata ag ROUgan aaa bound to. 
pay due obedience to. 

«& Gentlemen, I think this a fit apportunity. to "rviind you of his ma- 
jesty, our last king; who, in my apinion, was the worthiest gentleman, 
the best master, the best friend, the best husband, the best father, and _ 
_ the best nn: that this has hath ant OP without any Kind 
of vice. | 

« Pray God preserve his $0n, and grant hiea to b-z more iekin and 
a greater length of days. I was counsellor to him, and lived with him, 
and never saw greater hopes of virtue in any young person, than in him; 
of a nature truly honorable; quick apprehension, great judgment, and 

a perfect Englishman in his inchnations; I pray God restore him to the 
crown; unite these kingdoms, and send prosperity and happiness both 
to him and you; that he may live long to reign among you; and that, 
that family may reiga till thy kingdom come; that is, while all tem- 
poral power is consummated. Once more, I beteech God of his mercy 
_ to grant happiness to this your king, and the greatest and choicest bles- 
Sings on you his subjects, by the grace of Jesus Christ. | 
| & I $hall conclude in the manaer I began, with hearty prayers to 
Almighty God, that he would be graciously pleased to pardon those who 
_ are the occassion of my being bronght to this untimely death : For my 
part, 1 will not accuse any. of them with malice, not knowing of 2 cer- 
tainty, whether there was any malice subsisting amony them; nay, I 
will not 80 much as think they had a malicious view in their proceed- 
_ ings: What ends they aim at, I know not, nor $shall I now examine, 
 «& To conclude: The Lord of Heaven bless and protect you all: God. 
Almighty be infinite in goodness and mercy to you, and direct you in 
_ thoce ways of obedience to his commands, and those of his majesly, that 
| this kingdom may yet be a haypy and elorious nation; and your king 
_ will then be happy in $0 good and obedient a people. God Almighty 

preserve this kingdom; God Almighty protect you all. bn $3 

He then kneeled down, and said a Short prayer; and rising, 
again addressed the SPectAtOrs : 

« Gentlemen, though I make no question of your doing voluntarily 
what I am going to ask, yet I hope my reminding you of it, will not be 
taken amiss; it is, that you would all join with me in pravers, in these 
my Jast moments, begging that God would mercifully receive wy soul.”” 

V\ hich being promised, he cried out, 


72. 


” 0 Lord God, I do with a perfect and willing heart; aabacr to' thy 


will, O God, I do most ROE humble O_ ray Gad bless mou 
al” 


Then layi ing his head over the block, asked the exatiftiviicr 


. whether he laid right, who answering yes, then said he, 
* Honest man, strike boldly, for I forgive you from my soul,” at which 


words he held out his right hand, and the eXecutioner at one 


— blow, severed his head from his body. 


_ On the day his lordship was .beheaded, he received the 


 sacrament from the hands of Dr. Morley. He had continued. 
' 1n prayers all the night before, with strong, hearty; and pas- 


Sionate affections; first, confessing and bewailing his sins, 
with cries and tears; secondly, most humbly and earnestly . 
desiring God's mercy, through the merits of Christ only ; 
thirdly, for his dear wite and children, with some passion, 


but for her especially, with most ardent affection; recom- 
mending them to the Divine Providence with great confi- 
| dence; behar' ing all the time with great humility and zeal. 


After he had "parted with his wife and triends, he aid to 


De. Morley, ©* Now, doctor, the hardest piece of work 1 had 
to perform in this world, is past.”* | 


Thus was the British nation deprived of the niost noble 


_ champion it had; a mawin whom the malice of his enemies. 


could discover very tew faults, and whom his friends could 

not wish better accomplished; whom Oliver Cromwell's own 
character well described; a man who had always lived in a 
5tate of plenty and gener al estimation , enjoying the greatest 
happiness in his domestic affairs; but who, when the honour 


_ of his king was invaded, threw aside all those blessings, 


and having no other obligations to the crown than those his 
own honour suggested to him, frankly engaged his person 
and tortune at the beginning of the troubles, and continued 
to the end. 

Thus ended the year one thousand six hundred and forty 


eight, a year ever to be remembered for war and bloodshed. 
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